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PRISONER  P0ETRYO 

ART  SUPPLEMENT 


Mainstream  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  are  often  hesitant  to  accept  prisoners 
as  part  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  movement.  Ostracized  and  marginalized,  prison¬ 
ers  are  not  visible  to  our  community.  As  the  Supreme  Court  rolls  back  the 
rights  of  prisoners,  local  budget  cuts  and  hostile  rightwing  attitudes  make  the 
idea  of  supporting  prisoners  seem  even  more  daunting.  In  this  day  and  age,  it  may  feel  easy  to 
think  of  ourselves,  those  of  us  on  the  outside,  as  being  safe. 

Lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  fight  for  the  right  to  claim  their  identity,  their  own  health  and 
well  being,  and  their  sexuality.  In  fact,  they  engage  in  a  daily  struggle  for  their  very  survival. 
Most  face  similar  obstacles  and  oppressions  as  gay  and  lesbian  people  in  the  free  world,  but 
without  the  support  of  a  larger  community  to  guide  them. 

What  happens  to  gay  and  lesbian  people  on  the  inside  affects  all  of  us.  Given  our  ever  more 
repressive  climate,  it  is  not  unthinkable  that  any  of  the  rest  of  us  could  find  ourselves  impris¬ 
oned  for  our  sexual  acts,  politics,  literature.  As  we  launch  a  national  battle  against  censor¬ 
ship,  we  can  take  note  of  the  more  isolated  battles  prisoners  engage  in.  Many  struggle  to 
express  themselves  —through  love,  letters  or  with  poetry— and  prison  systems  do  not  make  it 
easy  for  prisoners  to  acquire  knowledge,  fight  injustice,  or  even  write  poems.  GCN’s  ninth 
annual  prisoner  poetry  and  art  supplement  is  an  opportunity  to  make  the  voices  of  prisoners 
a  tangible  presence  on  our  pages. 

Watch  these  pages  for  more  information  about  how  to  become  involved  in  prisoner  solidari¬ 
ty,  support  and  advocacy.  —REBECCA  LAVINE 


Justice  Dept, 
to  take  on  gay 
bashings 

Congress  asks  the  federal  government  to 
deal  with  gay-bashings,  and  Bush  finally 
approves  funding  for  last  year's  Hate 
Crimes  Statistics  Act,  but  activists  question 
the  impact. 

By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON — As  gay  men  and  lesbians  watch  yet 
another  gay  bashing  murder  case  struggle  through  the 
legal  system — that  of  New  York  City's  Julio  Rivera — an 
appropriations  bill  signed  by  President  George  Bush  Oct. 

28  has  for  the  first  time  requested  a  U.S.  government 
agency  to  respond  to  anti-gay  and  -lesbian  hate  crimes. 
While  Capitol  Hill  lobbyists  called  the  new  law  a  victory 
against  anti-gay  violence,  community  anti-violence  advo¬ 
cates  questioned  the  real  effects  of  the  legislation. 

Attached  to  the  appropriations  bill  signed  by  Bush  is  the 
standard  report  from  the  congressional  committee  that 
handled  the  bill,  suggesting  how  Congress  wants  Bush’s 
administration  to  carry  out  the  bill.  In  the  report,  which 
builds  on  the  Federal  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act  passed 
last  year,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice’s  Community 
Relation  Service  (CRS)  is  urged  to  tackle  gay  bashings 
and  religiously  motivated  crimes. 

While  reports  can  be  ignored  by  federal  agencies,  the 
Department  of  Justice  has  indicated  it  will  accept  the 
report’s  recommendations — bringing  violence  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians  into  the  protection  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  first  time.  “There’s  been  a  series  of  discus¬ 
sions  with  the  Deparment  of  Justice,”  explained  Steven 
Smith,  lobbyist  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  “and  my  understanding  is  that  they  have 
indicated  their  willingness  to  go  along  with  it.”  Smith 
credited  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  with  the 
victory,  but  NGLTF  offices  were  closed,  and  staff  not 
available  for  comment. 

A  grant  for  training  CRS  personnel  on  working  with 
victims  of  hate  crimes  and  funding  for  similar  FBI  training 
also  was  secured  through  1992. 

“I’m  pleased  the  funding  has  been  approved,”  said  Matt 
Foreman,  executive  director  of  the  New  York  City  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Anti- Violence  Project  (AVP),  “but  combatting 
anti-gay  and  -lesbian  violence  is  an  enormous  task  that  can 
only  be  accomplished  by  people  continuing  to  pressure  the 
system.” 

The  CRS 

The  Community  Relations  Service  was  created  in  1964, 
as  Title  X  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  to  provide  assis¬ 
tance  in  resolving  community  disputes  based  on  race, 
color  or  national  origin. 

Passage  of  last  year’s  Federal  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act 
expanded  the  agency’s  role  to  include  responding  to  hate 
crimes.  But,  because  the  CRS  mandate  was  limited  to  race, 
color,  and  national  origin  (the  major  groups  discriminated 
against  through  community  conflict  in  1964),  victims  of 
gay  bashing  or  anti-religious  violence  lacked  access  to  the 
resources  of  the  CRS. 

The  CRS  works  to  reduce  community  violence,  and 
then  to  address  the  issues  creating  the  violence  through 
mediated  negotiations.  “[We  move]  that  scene  from  the 
streets  to  the  conference  table,”  explained  CRS  New 
England  Regional  Director  Martin  Walsh.  A  classic  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  CRS-handled  conflict  is  the  racial  violence  and 
demonstrations  in  Crown  Heights,  N.Y.  two  years  ago. 

But  when  outraged  community  members  took  to  the 
streets  over  anti-gay  homicides  in  Houston  this  year  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  19,  Nos.  3,  6)  and  the  horror  and  tragedy  of 
Jeffery  Dahmer’s  serial  murders  rocked  Milwaukee  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  19,  Nos.  4,  5),  the  CRS  did  not  become 
involved  because  of  their  previously  limited  scope  under 
the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.  Originally,  the  CRS  Hate 
Crimes  Hotline  (1 -800-347-HATE)  also  refused  to  take 
calls  on  gay  bashings. 

The  language  of  the  1992  appropriations  bill  for  the 
Deapartments  of  Commerce,  State,  Justice  and  related 
agencies,  which  Bush  just  signed,  broadens  the  CRS  man¬ 
date.  It  instructs  the  CRS  “to  respond  to  hate  crimes  as 
defined  by  the  [1990]  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act,”  which 
includes  “sexual  orientation”  in  its  list  of  motivations  for 
bias  crimes. 

“This  is  a  substantial  victory  for  activists  who  work 
with  hate  crimes  on  a  daily  basis,”  said  Peri  Jude  Radecic, 
legislative  director  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF)  in  a  press  release.  “In  the  past,  we  had  to 
build  an  elaborate  coalition  of  lawmakers  on  Capitol  Hill 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“A  lot  of  homosexuals,  they  call  it  out  of 
the  closet.  They  use  it  as  a  badge.  That  ain’t 
no  badge.  It’s  like  somebody  going  and  say¬ 
ing,  ‘Yeah,  well  I  fucked  nine  bitches  three 
weeks  ago.’  ...  Of  course  there’s  prejudice, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  don’t  understand  a  lot 
of  it — I  don’t  want  to  say  that  it’s  brought  on 
themselves.  I  say  a  lot  of  it  should  remain 
behind  closed  doors.” 

— Rap  star  Chuck  D  of  Public  Enemy  dis¬ 
cussing  his  attitude  towards  openly  gay  peo¬ 
ple,  in  the  Oct.  22  issue  of  the  Village  Voice. 

Canadian  military 
ban  remains 

OTTAWA,  Ontario — In  a  last  minute 
decision,  the  Canadian  military  backed  away 
from  its  move  to  stop  excluding  gay  men  and 
lesbians  as  service  members. 

Contrary  to  earlier  reports  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
19,  No.  14),  Canadian  military  officials  did 
not  announce  the  policy  change  as  they  had 
planned  to  on  Oct.  10.  Information  concern¬ 
ing  the  expected  announcement  had  come 
from  a  report  from  the  Canadian  Chief  of 
Defence  Staff,  provided  to  the  Washington 
Blade  by  a  Pentagon  source. 

Instead,  according  to  the  Washington 
Blade,  a  Canadian  Military  spokesperson 
told  the  press  that  no  announcement  would 
be  made  because  a  final  decision  had  yet  to 
be  reached.  The  Canadian  ban  on  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  military  remains  in 
effect 

Some  Canadians  speculated  that  pressure 
from  conservative  members  of  the  Canadian 
Parliament  may  have  caused  military  offi¬ 
cials  to  delay  the  announcement.  Nicole 
LaViolette,  a  legislative  assistant  to  openly 
gay  Parliament  member  Svend  Robinson 
said  she  hoped  the  delay  would  be  no  more 
than  a  few  weeks. 

— i Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Lesbian  couple 
hired  Jointly 

IOWA  CITY,  la. — In  a  first  for  same-sex 
couples,  the  University  of  Iowa  School  of 
Law  hired  both  members  of  an  openly  les¬ 
bian  couple  to  join  their  faculty  this  fall. 

Professors  Jean  C.  Love  and  Patricia  Cain 
had  spent  the  last  seven  years  looking  for 
permanent  appointments  at  the  same  law 
school.  Impressed  by  both  women’s  strong 
credentials  in  their  respective  fields  of  law, 
the  university  hired  them  without  regard  to 
their  sexuality  or  their  romantic  relationship. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Monk’s  AIDS  death 
questioned 

ST.  LEO,  Fla. — The  parents  of  a 
Benedictine  monk  who  died  of  AIDS  filed  a 
wrongful  death  suit  Oct.  18  against  the  St. 
Leo  Abbey,  charging  that  the  abbot  did  not 
allow  their  son  to  seek  medical  care. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel, 
John  and  Mary  Meeker  allege  that  Abbot 
Patrick  Shelton  forced  their  son  to  live  in  a 
bug-infested  room,  pick  through  leftovers  for 
food  and  perform  strenuous  chores,  despite 
knowlege  of  Meeker’s  poor  health.  The  suit 
also  charges  that  Shelton  was  negligent  in 
denying  Meeker’s  request  for  a  leave  of 
absence  to  seek  medical  care. 

John  Meeker  Jr.  died  three  weeks  after 
leaving  the  abbey. 

The  dispute  between  Meeker’s  parent  and 
the  abbey  stems  from  disagreement  over 
who  should  receive  Meeker’s  $10,000  life 
insurance  policy.  Meeker  designated  Shelton 
sole  beneficiary  to  the  policy.  The  Meekers 
claim  their  son  made  the  decision  under 
undue  influence  by  Shelton. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Disability  rules 
loosened 

BOSTON — It  will  be  easier  than  previ¬ 
ously  thought  for  people  with  AIDS  and  HIV 
to  qualify  for  benefits  under  the  new  state 
program  that  replaces  General  Relief,  due  to 
negotiations  between  the  state  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  and  ACT  UP/Boston. 

Additionally,  for  the  first  time,  a  state  has 
agreed  to  include  opportunistic  infections 
specific  to  women  for  its  disability  benefits. 

The  state  had  severely  tightened  the  eligi¬ 
bility  requirements  for  disability  when  it 
slashed  the  General  Relief  program  last 
month,  replacing  it  with  the  new  program 
Emergency  Aid  to  the  Elderly,  Disabled  and 
Children  (EAEDC).  At  that  time,  the 
requirements  for  obtaining  a  disability  diag¬ 
nosis  were  changed  from  obtaining  a  simple 
physician’s  determination  to  suffering  one  of 
about  20  AIDS-related  illnesses  named  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC),  or 
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AIDS  TREATMENT  NOTES 

AIDS  Treatment  Notes  is  written  for  GCN  by  members  of  ACT  UP/Boston’ s  Treatment 
Committee. 

Compound  Q 

The  controversial  drug  Compound  Q  refers  to  both  the  Chinese  herb  Tian  hua  fen 
(which  contains  the  protein  trichosanthin)  and  to  GLQ223  (a  highly  purified  version  of 
trichosanthin  and  the  approved  version  of  Q  for  clinical  trials.)  Tain  hua  fen  has  been 
used  by  the  Chinese  for  gynecological  purposes  since  200  A.D.  Five  years  ago  it  was 
found  to  kill  cells  infected  with  HIV  without  damaging  healthy  cells. 

In  the  United  States,  only  GLQ223  is  allowed  to  be  used  in  clinical  trials  and  is  not 
available  outside  of  those  trials. 

However,  the  Chinese  version  has  been  used  extensively  in  an  underground  network 
of  “guerrilla  clinics.”  It  is  estimated  that  about  1000  people  have  used  Compound  Q  in 
the  past  year,  most  of  them  through  the  guerrilla  clinics.  Much  of  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  drug  is  because  the  guerrilla  clinics  infuse  Compound  Q  despite  the  fact 
that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  has  not  approved  it  for  general  use  and 
despite  the  drug’s  side  effects,  which  can  be  fatal. 

The  demand  for  Compound  Q  by  persons  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  remains  high.  As  a 
result,  guerrilla  clinics  around  the  country  (including  Boston)  are  the  only  option  for 
PWAs  wanting  the  drug.  Each  guerrilla  clinic  has  a  different  “protocol”  for  their  Q  infu¬ 
sions.  The  Boston  guerrilla  clinic,  started  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  by  PWAs  because 
the  “experts”  weren’t  interested  in  using  the  drug,  infuses  Q  for  people  with  between  50- 
500  T-cells  who  have  no  active  infections. 

The  infusion  is  administered  by  volunteer  health  care  providers,  who  put  themselves  at 
risk  of  losing  their  licenses  and  careers  to  help  people  with  AIDS  gain  access  to 
Compound  Q.  A  doctor  is  also  available  on  an  on-call  basis  in  case  of  adverse  reactions. 
The  Boston  Clinic  now  infuses  Q  on  a  monthly  basis  and  is  open  to  everyone  regardless 
of  their  ability  to  pay. 

This  underground  network  of  guerrilla  clinics  once  again  demonstrates  how  people 
with  AIDS  are  taking  charge  of  their  treatment  in  the  face  of  a  system  of  sluggish  and 
inattentive  scientists,  researchers  and  government  agencies.  Clearly,  infusing  Compound 
Q  in  a  non-clinical  setting  is  less  than  ideal,  but  the  alternative  to  PWAs  who  need  the 
drug  to  survive  is  unacceptable. 

Clinical  data  generated  by  drug  trials  of  GLQ223  buy  its  U.S.  manufacturer 
(Genelabs)  and  of  Chinese  trichosanthin  by  the  San  Francisco-based  AIDS  group. 
Project  Inform,  indicate  that  Compound  Q  stabilizes  bloodwork  and  significantly 
increase  T-cell  levels  for  some  patients.  People  with  200-500  T-cells  have  shown  the 
most  efficacy,  while  people  with  less  than  200  T-cells  have  shown  more  limited  benefit 
and  a  higher  rate  of  side  effects. 

Genelabs  just  started  a  nationwide  Phase  II  trial  that  may  eventually  curb  some  of  the 
controversy  surrounding  this  drag.  At  the  present  time  it  does  not  appear  that  this  trial 
will  be  available  in  Boston. 

Questions  should  be  directed  to  Todd  Summers  who  edits  the  AIDS  Treatment  Notes 
(617)  577-0494.  ACT  UP  meets  Tuesdays,  7  p.m.,  at  The  Boston  Living  Center,  7th 
Floor  in  the  YWCA  on  Clarendon  St.  The  Treatment  Issues  Committee  meets  Sundays  at 
11  am  at  the  Harvard  University  Science  Center  Cafeteria. 


FOR  THE  ACTIVIST  IN  YOU 

t 

National 

•  Vote  Tues.,  Nov.  5.  Call  your  county  or  city  elections  commission  for  voting  loca¬ 
tions.  In  Boston:  725-4635;  Cambridge:  349-4361. 

•  "Create  Change"  at  the  annual  gay  and  lesbian  activists  conference,  Nov.  7 — 9  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Info:  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  (202)  332-6483. 

•  Emergency  conference  on  Black  independent  politics,  Nov.  22 — 24  at  Howard 
University  in  Washington,  DC.  Called  by  Bob  Law  (NY  talk  show  host),  Ron  Walters 
(Howard  U.),  Janice  Graham  (Our  Common  Ground),  Bob  Starks  (Chicago's  Black 
Political  Task  Force),  Jitu  Weusi  (NY's  African  Americans  United  for  Political  Power), 
and  anti-war  activist  Damu  Smith.  Info:  (407)  845-2670. 

Local 

•  Protect  abortion  clinics  from  Operation  Rescue's  plan  to  shut  them  down  Nov.  2.  Info: 
NOW  (617)  782-1056;  Reproductive  Rights  Network  (617)  738-9479. 

•  AIDS  service  groups  can  apply  for  money  from  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee's 
income  from  the  June  AIDS  walk.  From  All  Walks  of  Life.  Information  meeting  Wed., 
Nov.  6  10 — 11  a.m.,  131  Clarendon  St.,  4th  floor.  Dec.  4  deadline  for  proposals.  Info: 
Bradley  Seeman,  David  Aronstein  (617)  437-6200. 

•  Phone  zap  Gov.  Weld,  demand  that  medicaid  not  be  cut  for  people  aged  18-21 
(PWA's  would  be  affected).  Info:  Neil,  262-2854. 

•  Get  out  the  vote  for  Cronin.  Phone  banks  and  lit.  drops  all  weekend.  Visibility  Mon., 
Nov.  4. 4:00-6:30  pm  at  Tremont  St  and  Mass.  Ave.  Info:  536-0012. 

•  Call  state  senators  and  representatives  in  favor  of  S.148,  state  bill  legalizing  needle 
exchange  for  AIDS  prevention.  Legislative  Health  Care  Committee:  (617)  722-2130. 

•  Demonstrate  in  favor  of  H.3238,  a  bill  creating  an  advisory  board  on  lesbian  and  gay 
youth  for  the  state,  which  has  been  stuck  for  five  months  in  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  Rally  outside  State  House  with  Queer  Nation  noon.  Rally  inside  Nurses'  Hall 
12:30  p.m.  and  lobby  individual  representatives  1:30  pun.  Or  write  Rep.  Finneran,  State 
House,  Rm.  243,  Boston  02118.  Info:  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  828- 
3039. 

•  Plan  the  World  AIDS  Day  demonstration  in  favor  of  needle  exchange.  Tues.  Nov.  5, 
6  p.m.,  YWCA  7th  Floor.  Info:  Liz,  253-6693. 

Got  activist  news?  Call  426-4469;  fax  426-2723.  — Carrie  Wofford 


having  a  T-cell  count  of  less  than  200  and 
exhibiting  at  least  two  AIDS-related  condi¬ 
tions  for  a  period  of  two  months,  as  well  as 
experiencing  interference  with  daily  activi¬ 
ties. 

However,  in  negotiations  Oct.  18,  mem¬ 
bers  of  ACT  UP  convinced  the  medical 
director  of  EAEDC  to  allow  the  presence  of 
a  CDC  AIDS-defining  illness;  or  a  T-cell 
count  below  200;  or  just  one  AIDS-related 
condition,  in  addition  to  interference  with 
daily  activities  as  qualification  for  benefits. 

ACT  UP  also  convinced  the  state  to  name 
three  additional  AIDS-related  infections  not 
recognized  by  the  CDC,  two  of  which  are 
gynecological  infections  often  suffered  by 
women  with  HIV  disease. 

Like  General  Relief,  EAEDC  provides 
limited  access  to  medical  care  and  as  well  as 
nominal  living  expenses.  Although  the 
revised  guidelines  went  into  effect  Nov.  1, 
the  state  does  not  plan  to  inform  health  care 
providers  of  the  change  until  the  end  of  the 
month,  leaving  open  the  possibility  that  indi¬ 
viduals  could  be  dropped  from  the  program 
before  their  physicians  leant  of  the  relaxed 
guidelines. 

However,  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  of 
Massachusetts  sent  letters  to  nearly  600 
physicians  who  serve  PWAs,  informing 
them  of  the  change. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Youth  cut  from 
Medicaid 

BOSTON — The  Weld  administration 
announced  plans  late  last  month  for  further 
cuts  in  the  Medicaid  program,  this  time  elim¬ 
inating  18-21  year-olds  from  benefits  as  of 
Dec.  1.  Such  cuts  would  have  a  disastrous 
effect  on  young  people  with  AIDS  and  HIV 
disease,  according  to  Neil  Cronin  of  Mass. 
Law  Reform. 

“These  are  kids  who  are  at  the  very  point 
where  they  need  intervention,”  said  Cronin, 
noting  that  many  people  are  exposed  to  HIV 
at  a  young  age  and  need  preventive  health 
care.  “The  rug  gets  pulled  out  from  under 
them.”  Cronin  also  said  the  lack  of  access  to 
drug  treatment  that  goes  along  with 
Medicaid  will  have  severe  effects  on  people 
of  that  age  group. 

Because  the  implementation  of  these  cuts 
is  not  scheduled  until  Dec.  1,  Cronin  said,  he 
and  ACT  UP/Boston  have  called  for  people 
to  protest  the  administration’s  actions 
through  a  phone  zap.  “If  people  scream  loud¬ 
ly  enough,”  he  said,  “We  can  prevent  the 
government  from  going  ahead  with  these 
cuts.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Investors  targeted 

NEW  YORK — Aimed  at  mobilizing  the 
influence  of  institutional  investors  to  combat 
anti-gay  discrimination,  the  Wall  Street 
Project  held  its  first  meeting  Oct.  24. 

The  goal  of  the  project  is  to  encourage 
major  U.S.  corporations  to  formally 
renounce  anti-gay  discrimination  through 
developing  pro-gay  policies,  training 
employees  to  overcome  homophobia  and 
recruiting  employees  through  advertising  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  press. 

The  new  gay  rights  group  plans  to  build 
on  the  success  of  the  movement  for  socially 
responsible  investing,  which  has  developed 
around  issues  like  environmental  protection, 
equal  employment  opportunity  and  ending 
apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

“American  business  depends  on  investors 
for  nearly  60  percent  of  their  capital  and  they 
currently  face  a  long-term  capital  shortage,” 
said  Donn  Mitchell,  one  of  the  group’s 
founders.  “In  order  to  survive,  they  will  have 
to  respond  to  the  demands  of  institutional 
investors  as  never  before." 

For  more  information  on  the  Wall  Street 
Project,  contact  Nick  Curto  at  (212)  289- 
1741. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Strict  abortion  law 
upheld 

PHILADELPHIA — Setting  the  stage  for  a 
direct  test  of  Roe  v.  Wade,  the  Federal  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  Third  Circuit  ruled  Oct. 
21  that  most  provisions  of  Pennsylvania’s 
strict  abortion  law  are  constitutional,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  New  York  Times. 

“Women’s  worst  fears  have  been  real¬ 
ized,”  said  Kathryn  Kolbert,  the  ACLU 
attorney  who  argued  the  case  for  Planned 
Parenthood  of  Pennsylvania.  “For  the  first 
time  since  1973,  a  Federal  appeals  court  has 
directly  said  that  Roe  v.  Wade  is  not  the  law 
of  the  land.” 

The  three-judge  panel  upheld  the  law’s 
requirement  that  women  receive  “pre-abor¬ 
tion  counseling”  from  their  physicians  and 
then  wait  24  hours  before  undergoing  the 
procedure.  It  also  upheld  a  provision  that 
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physicians  give  state-designed  lectures 
intended  to  discourage  women  from  having 
abortions  and  a  requirement  that  a  parent 
come  to  a  doctor’s  office  to  give  “informed” 
consent  for  a  minor’s  abortion. 

Pro-choice  activists  maintain  that  such 
requirements  impose  an  undue  burden  on 
women  seeking  abortions,  as  was  determined 
by  the  earlier  federal  district  court  decision. 

The  sole  aspect  of  the  law  struck  down  by 
the  court  would  have  required  that  married 
women  notify  their  husbands  before  having 
an  abortion.  The  Pennsylvania  Attorney 
General’s  Office  has  yet  to  announce 
whether  it  will  appeal  the  ruling  concerning 
husband  notification. 

Kolbert  said  Planned  Parenthood  of 
Pennsylvania  is  considering  an  appeal  to  the 
full  appellate  court  or  even  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  despite  the  fact  it  would  give 
the  High  Court  an  opportunity  to  throw  out 


Roe  v.  Wade.  Kolbert  pointed  out  that  pro- 
choice  groups  could  no  longer  be  inhibited 
by  that  threat,  because  the  Third  Circuit 
effectively  overturned  Roe  v.  Wade  at  the 
state  level  with  this  ruling. 

The  three-judge  panel  attached  a  dis¬ 
claimer  to  their  decision,  saying  it  was  not  a 
ruling  on  Roe  v.  Wade,  but  many  believe  the 
ruling  will  make  the  Pennsylvania  law  the 
case  to  test  Roe  v.  Wade.  “This  decision  is 
shocking  because  the  Third  Circuit  has  gone 
far  beyond  its  authority  and  abandoned  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Roe  v.  Wade,”  said 
Kate  Michaelman,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Abortion  Rights  Action  League. 
“The  stage  is  now  set  for  the  restructured 
Supreme  Court  to  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade  and 
deny  the  right  to  choose  to  American 
women." 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 


Do  lesbians  have  a 
higher  risk  of  breast 


Lesbians  tend  to  lack  gynecological  care  and  get  pregnant  less 
often;  but  lesbians  with  cancer  can  get  support  from  new  groups 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

WASHINGTON — Breast  cancer  statistics 
are  alarming.  The  same  number  of  women 
are  dying  from  the  disease  today  as  died  of  it 
in  1950.  Currently  one  in  nine  women  will  be 
diagnosed  with  the  disease,  compared  to  one 
in  20  in  1960,  according  to  the  Massachusetts 
Breast  Cancer  Coalition.  The  five-year  sur¬ 
vival  rate  for  African  American  women,  at 
63  percent,  is  15  percent  less  than  for  white 
women.  For  lesbians,  the  statistics  may  be 
even  harsher. 

Although  statistics  documenting  diagnosis 
and  morbidity  rates  of  breast  cancer  among 
women  do  not  specify  rates  for  lesbians, 
many  people  providing  treatment  and  support 
to  lesbians  with  cancer  told  GCN  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  factors — ranging  from  homophobia  in 
the  health  care  industry  to  ldto  rates  of  preg¬ 
nancy  among  lesbians — can  lead  not  only  to 
higher  rates  of  the  breast  cancer  among  les¬ 
bians,  but  also  to  a  lack  of  support  for  those 
who  are  diagnosed  with  the  disease. 

Lack  of  gynecological  care 

“It’s  not  that  [lesbians  per  se]  are  at  a  high¬ 
er  risk  for  cancer,  but  they  fit  the  profile  of 
women  who  are  at  higher  risk,”  offered 
Susan  Hester,  head  of  the  Mary-Helen 
Mautner  Project  for  Lesbians  with  Cancer  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Lesbians  may  be  diag¬ 
nosed  only  after  the  disease  has  progressed 
significantly,  according  to  Hester  and  others, 
because  lesbians  tend  to  have  gynecological 
exams  less  often  than  heterosexually  active 
women. 

“We  don’t  have  to  go  for  birth  control  and 
that’s  the  major  motivation  for  straight 
women  to  [visit  gynecologists]  on  a  regular 
schedule,”  Hester  stated.  A  study  conducted 
at  the  University  of  Iowa  confirmed  that  les¬ 
bians  are  less  likely  to  get  routine  gynecolog¬ 
ical  care  than  straight  women. 

Hester  pointed  to  the  homophobia  in  the 


medical  profession  as  another  reason  lesbians 
may  not  see  gynecologists  regularly.  “The 
real  reason  in  a  lot  of  cases  is  that  they  don’t 
want  to  have  to  answer  the  question  ‘What 
kind  of  birth  control  do  you  use?”’ 

Additionally,  many  lesbians  who  do  get 
gynecological  check-ups  “don’t  feel  like  they 
get  as  thorough  of  an  exam”  as  straight 
women  do,  Hester  said.  Practitioners,  she 
said,  exhibit  “negligence  that  comes  out  of 
prejudice ...  and  what  happens  is,  lesbians  are 
diagnosed  later”  in  the  progression  of  the  dis¬ 
ease. 

As  many  as  10  percent  of  the  lesbians  who 
take  advantage  of  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center’s  free  gynecological  care  at 
the  annual  lesbian  pride  health  fair  have 
never  had  a  gynecological  exam,  according 
to  Dr.  Peggy  Roberts,  a  family  practitioner  at 
the  gay-  and  lesbian-focused  clinic  in 
Boston.  Additionally,  she  said,  it  is  typical 
for  lesbians  to  wait  as  long  as  five  to  eight 
years  between  exams. 

Roberts,  Hester  and  others  suggest  that 
lesbians  in  general  may  be  less  likely  to  have 
health  insurance  than  straight  women 
because  they  do  not  have  access  to  a  married 
partner’s  coverage  or  a  man’s  income.  Health 
insurance  rates  are  $180  to  $300  per  month, 
Roberts  noted,  adding  that  often  women  are 
completely  cut  off  from  insurance  after  they 
have  a  biopsy — even  if  it’s  negative.  The 
result,  they  said,  is  that  many  lesbians  cannot 
afford  gynecological  exams  or  mammograms 
and  therefore  may  only  be  diagnosed  with 
cancer  late  in  its  development. 

Pregnancy  lowers  risk 

One  factor  that  is  widely  believed  to 
slightly  lower  the  risk  of  breast  cancer  is 
pregnancy  before  age  30.  Women  who  have 
not  had  children  by  age  30,  such  as  many  les¬ 
bians,  suffer  higher  rates  of  the  disease. 
Hester  expressed  frustration  at  research  insti- 
Continued  on  page  10 


Lesbian  and  gay 


lobbyists  hail  Civil 
Rights  Act 

As  passage  of  the  1991  Civil  Rights  Act  is  imminent,  its  impact 
on  the  gay  rights  bill  and  on  coalitions  is  praised 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

WASHINGTON — As  the  long-awaited 
civil  rights  bill  finally  gained  Senate 
approval  Oct.  30,  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
said  its  victory  would  have  concrete  effects 
on  the  rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians,  despite 
the  fact  that  it  does  not  name  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  as  a  protected  category.  The  reasons  they 
cited  for  working  toward  its  passage  include 
the  importance  of  coalition-building,  the 
hope  that  a  future  federal  gay  rights  bill  will 
include  the  protections  gained  now  by  other 
minority  groups  and  the  fact  that  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  fall  into  at  least  one  of  the 
categories  that  are  protected — race,  gender, 
religion  and  disability. 

“It  insures  there  will  be  effective  remedies 
for  cases  of  discrimination,”  Gregory  King  of 
the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF) 
told  GCN.  “Now,  when  we  pass  our  civil 
rights  bill,  it  will  have  some  teeth.”  King  said 
that  in  amending  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1964  to  enhance  remedies  for  people  in  pro¬ 
tected  groups,  the  legislation — fully  titled 
The  Civil  Rights  and  Women’s  Equity  in 
Employment  Act  of  1991 — will  automatical¬ 
ly  apply  to  gay  men  and  lesbians  if  the  gay 
rights  bill  passes.  The  gay  rights  bill,  which 
has  been  on  Capitol  Hill  for  more  than  15 
years,  is  currently  still  in  committee. 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  and  Women’s  Equity 
Act  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  93-5 
and  is  expected  to  pass  the  House  and  be 
signed  by  Pres.  Bush  this  month.  It  will 
reverse  several  1989  Supreme  Court  deci¬ 
sions  that  severely  limited  the  conditions 
under  which  employees  can  sue  for  discrimi¬ 
nation. 

The  right  to  sue 

The  act  restores  a  1971  Supreme  Court 
decision  that  individuals  can  sue  employers 
who  have  used  hiring  or  promotion  practices 
that  have  the  effect  of  excluding  women  or 
racial  and  religious  minorities,  even  if  those 
practices  are  not  intentionally  discriminatory. 
For  example,  height  and  weight  requirements 
for  a  job,  if  they  were  not  found  to  have  a 


manifest  relationship  to  the  job,  would  be 
illegal  because  they  tend  to  eliminate 
women,  according  to  Boston  attorney  Mary 
Bonauto. 

The  act  would  also  allow  employees  who 
experience  racial  harassment  or  other  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  job  to  sue.  In  addition, 
people  with  disabilities,  members  of  religious 
minorities  and  all  women  will  for  the  first 
time  be  able  to  obtain  compensatory  and 
punitive  damages  if  they  successfully  sue 
employers  for  intentional  discrimination. 

However,  caps  of  $50,000  to 
$300,000 — depending  upon  the  size  of  the 
employer — were  put  on  such  damages  during 
Senate  negotiations,  causing  many  activists 
and  congressional  Democrats  who  worked  on 
the  bill  to  have  mixed  feelings  about  its  final 
form.  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.)  has 
promised  to  forge  new  legislation  eliminating 
the  caps. 

There  are  no  such  caps  on  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation  suits. 

People  of  color,  PWAs  and  les¬ 
bians  gain  rights 

Bonauto  named  specific  ways  in  which  the 
Civil  Rights  and  Women’s  Equity  Act  will 
directly  affect  most  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
‘To  the  extent  that  women  now  have  rights  to 
sue  because  of  their  gender,”  Bonauto  noted, 
every  lesbian  will  be  affected,  just  as  all  gay 
men  and  lesbians  of  color  will  be  protected 
as  members  of  racially  protected  groups.  She 
also  said  people  with  AIDS  and  HTV,  as  peo¬ 
ple  with  disabilities,  will  gain  additional  pro¬ 
tection  from  employment  discrimination 
under  the  act.  She  said  the  act  adds  to  the 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990  by 
its  provision  to  allow  injured  parties  to  sue 
for  monetary  damages.  “What  you  need  to 
make  it  worth  anything  is  the  ability  to  get 
damages,”  she  noted. 

Coalitions  enhanced 

King  at  HRCF  and  Bonauto  said  working 
in  coalitions  with  other  disempowered 
groups  will  have  long-teim  benefits,  includ- 
Continued  on  page  6 


Thousands  express  fear,  rage 
at  breast  cancer  rally 


“For  me  the  hardest  aspect  of  breast 
cancer  Is  the  uncertainty  It  leaves 
behind  [for  my]  four  year  old  son,"  Janet 
Marrlnan  addressed  the  three  thousand 
women  on  Boston’s  Commons  Oct.  26. 

With  pink  balloons,  bright  pink  T- 
shlrts,  and  African-Brazilian  music  from 
the  Batacuda  Belles  as  they  marched 
through  Beacon  Hill,  Boston’s  first  rally 
for  breast  cancer  began  on  an  almost 
festive  note. 

But  anger  and  empowerment  took 
over  as  women  shared  personal  testi¬ 
monies  and  speeches  of  political  out¬ 
rage  from  health  advocates  at  rallies  on 
the  Commons  and  at  City  Hall.  Two 
hundred  women  with  breast  cancer 
later  stood  together  In  a  sobering 
moment  to  show  the  "face"  of  breast 
cancer. 

Tm  tired  of  facing  women  [who  have] 
a  diagnosis  of  breast  cancer  with  ques¬ 
tions  rather  than  answers,"  Susan 
Love,  a  leader  in  breast  cancer  organiz¬ 
ing,  told  the  crowd. 

The  breast  cancer  rally,  organized  by 
the  Mass.  Breast  Cancer  Coalition, 
attempted  to  draw  attention  to  drastical¬ 
ly  Increasing  rates  of  breast  cancer. 

“We  are  here  today  to  declare  war  on 
breast  cancer,*  Mary  Costanza,  a  medi¬ 
cal  oncologist,  said. 

In  the  past  30  years,  breast  cancer 
rates  have  doubled  to  the  current  rate 
of  one  In  nine  women.  “What’s  it  going 
to  be  in  another  30  years?  One  in  five?" 
asked  one  speaker. 

Many  speakers  berated  state  and 
federal  health  officials  for  their  lack  of 
attention  and  research  dollars  to  breast 
cancer,  for  a  lack  of  concern  for  the 
environmental  pollutants  which  cause 
80  percent  of  cancers,  and  for  substan¬ 
dard  mammography  sites  nationwide. 
Only  one  In  four  mammography  units 
meet  the  voluntary  standards  for  the 
FDA,  according  to  “Many  women  are 
going  religiously  once  a  year  for  a 
mammogram  that  is  really  substan¬ 
dard,"  she  said. 


Love  told  the  crowd  that  most  cancer 
cells  are  present  8  to  10  years  before 
they  are  detectable  by  mammography 
or  self-exam.  Too  much  research  goes 
Into  whether  to  use  chemotherapy  for 
five  months  or  six  months,  or  to  take 
four  or  five  pills — which  [only]  helps  the 
pharmaceutical  companies,"  Love  said. 

Other  women  challenged  the  “con¬ 
spiracy  of  silence”  they  suffer  because 
of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  govern¬ 
mental  silence  they  face.  “In  parts  of 
this  country,  women  are  asked  not  to 
breast  feed  children,  but  what  about 
[risks  to]  the  women?"  asked 
Argentinian  feminist  and  writer  Rita 
Ardltti. 

“Since  the  very  beginning  of  the 
women’s  movement,  this  Is  the  first 
time  I’ve  really  felt  like  we've  gotten 
angry  together,"  50-year-old  lesbian 
activist  Gwen  Bloomingdale  noted. 

Lesbian  activist  Sue  Hyde  ques¬ 
tioned  the  absence  of  Boston's  gay 
men,  many  of  whom  honored  breast 
cancer  activist  Susan  Love  with  an 
award  the  night  before  at  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  dinner.  “I 
thought...  some  of  our  gay  brothers 
would  have  gotten  the  message  and 
would  have  been  here  today  to  stand 
with  us,"  she  said. 

One  of  the  few  men  to  attend  the 
event,  Larry  Kessler,  executive  director 
of  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  of 
Massachusetts,  noted  that  PWAs  and 
lesbians  with  breast  cancer  face  the 
same  rates  of  survival,  and  need  to 
work  together  for  universal  health  care. 
Rally  organizer  Ellen  Parker  thanked 
AIDS  activists  for  the  model  of  anger. 

Women  signed  a  petition  to  state 
public  health  officials  and  were  urged  to 
demand  that  HMOs  cover  mammogra¬ 
phy,  and  to  contact  representatives 
regarding  HR381,  a  federal  women’s 
health  bill,  S.1074,  a  bill  that  would 
allow  Increased  pesticides  In  food,  and 
a  state  bill,  the  McDonough  Family 
Health  Plan.  — Carrie  Wofford 


Women  with  breast  cancer 
challenge  insurance  coverage 


NOTTINGHAM,  N.H.— Two  New 
Hampshire  women  with  breast  cancer 
received  emergency  court  orders  direct¬ 
ing  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  of  New 
Hampshire  (BC/BS)  to  pay  for  bone 
marrow  transplants  while  their  lawsuits 
challenging  BC/BS's  refusal  to  pay  for 
the  treatment  is  resolved.  The  trans¬ 
plant  procedure,  which  can  cost  up  to 
$100,000,  Is  considered  “experimental" 
by  BC/BS  and  therefore  uninsurable.  A 
third  pending  case  was  brought  by  a 
woman  who  seeks  reimbursement  for 
bone  marrow  treatment  paid  for  by  her 
family. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  only 
seven  of  73  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
affiliates  across  the  country  pay  for 
bone  marrow  transplants  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  breast  cancer.  The 
Massachusetts  affiliate  provides  limited 
coverage  through  a  “cost-sharing"  pro¬ 
gram  only  with  Boston's  Beth  Israel 
Hospital.  However,  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield  offers  bone  marrow  transplants 
in  the  treatment  of  other  kinds  of  cancer 
Including  lymphoma  cancer  and 
leukemia. 

Dr.  Karen  Antman,  clinical  director  of 
the  solid  tumor  autologous  bone  mar¬ 
row  program  at  Dana-Farber  Cancer 


Institute  in  Boston,  says  that  the  com¬ 
plete  remission  rate  for  women  with 
breast  cancer  receiving  bone  marrow 
transplants  is  58  percent  compared  to 
10-30  percent  for  conventional  treat¬ 
ment.  The  survival  rate  of  women  with 
advanced  breast  cancer  Is  five  to  seven 
years  for  those  receiving  the  controver¬ 
sial  treatment  while  conventional  thera¬ 
pies  give  a  woman  approximately  two 
years. 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  directors  point 
to  a  statement  by  the  National  Cancer 
Institute  (NCI)  which  characterizes  bone 
marrow  transplant  for  breast  cancer 
patients  as  experimental.  NCI  will  con¬ 
duct  research  trials  comparing  women 
with  breast  cancer  who  receive  conven¬ 
tional  therapy  and  high  dose 
chemotherapy  with  those  receiving 
bone  marrow  transplants. 

In  similar  suits  around  the  country, 
five  other  courts  ruled  that  the  bone 
marrow  transplants  were  considered 
accepted  medical  practice  and  thus 
Insurable  while  one  federal  Judge  In 
Texas  ruled  In  favor  of  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield,  allowing  the  company  to  contin¬ 
ue  limiting  coverage. 

— Susan  Ryan-  Vo  I  I  mar 
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Please  define 
‘womyn’ 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  transsexual,  I  am  upset  by  Rowing’s 
letter  published  in  the  Sept.  29-Oct.  5,  1991 
issue  regarding  safe  wimmin  only  space. 

I  suspect  you  are  female  and  lesbian,  I 
come  to  that  belief  based  on  what  you  write 
valuing  womyn  born  womyn  and  lesbian 
space.  It’s  space  I  too  value  as  a  woman. 
Please  define  “womyn  bom  womyn."  Are 
they  only  females  that  have  only  XX  chromo¬ 
somes?  Use  care  before  answering,  unless  you 
have  an  accurate  reading  of  your  own  geno¬ 
type,  you  could  exclude  yourself!  If  your 
argument  was  to  allow  post-operative  trans¬ 
sexuals  only  then  you  have  something 
enforceable.  That  of  course  would  not  meet 
your  separatist  criteria. 

Regarding  safety,  let  me  question  you.  If  it 
was  you  they  were  questioning  that  night, 
could  you  prove  you  are  a  woman  and  not  a 
transsexual?  How  would  you  do  this?  What 
would  you  submit  to  make  us  believe  you? 
What  test  would  apply  that  didn’t  rule  against 
deserving  women?  Would  you  feel  safe  in  that 
situation? 

If  the  producers  had  any  respect  they  would 
have  spoken  to  Nancy  or  answered  her  repeat¬ 
ed  attempts  at  contact.  They  could  have  made 
their  covert  policy  openly  known  and  saved 
everyone  a  lot  of  grief.  The  festival  may  be 
recognized  as  lesbian-oriented  space.  The  pro¬ 
motional  literature  doesn’t  say  that 

The  issue  here  is  the  covert  policy  of  exclu¬ 
sion,  if  not  outright  fraud  regarding  who  may 
attend.  No  one  should  have  to  guess  at  the 
meaning  of  the  policy.  There  is  no  process  of 
appeal  by  those  thrown  off  the  land. 

I  see  your  letter  as  the  same  irrational  argu¬ 
ment  used  by  the  homophobic  straights  to  jus¬ 
tify  bigotry  and  fear.  You  would  do  well  to 
understand  how  much  you  have  in  common 
with  transsexuals  instead  of  trying  to  create 
artificial  barriers  based  on  misunderstanding 
and  fear. 

Jean  Allison  Parent 

Framingham,  Mass. 

Patriarchal  assump¬ 
tions 

Dear  GCN: 

By  continually  referring  to  Nancy 
Burkholder,  who  was  expelled  from  the 
Michigan  Womyn ’s  Music  Festival  for  being 
a  transsexual,  as  “he”  throughout  her  letter 
(GCN,  Sept.  29-Oct.  5,  1991),  Rowing  of  St. 
Louis  displays  an  extremely  prejudicial  and 
closed-minded  viewpoint  toward  sexuality 
and  sexual  identity.  This  kind  of  prejudicial 
attitude  is  firmly  rooted  in  the  patriarchal 
assumption  of  biological  determinsim,  which 
dictates  that  “anatomy  is  destiny."  This  philo¬ 
sophical  assumption  has  been  employed  for 
centuries  to  provide  justification  for  the 
oppression  of  various  minority  groups,  but 
most  notably  that  of  women,  gays  and  les¬ 
bians. 

In  regard  to  women,  biological  determinism 
has  dictated  that  “a  woman’s  place  is  in  the 
home,”  and  relegated  them  merely  to  the  roles 
of  wife  and  mother.  In  regard  to  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,  biological  determinism  has  dictated  that 
sexual  activity  that  is  non-procreative  in 
nature  is  inherently  unnatural  and  perverse.  In 
fact,  assumptions  of  biological  determinism 
provide  the  very  bedrock  for  the  existence  of 
patriarchy. 

I  found  it  particularly  interesting  that 
Rowing  attempts  to  support  her  claim  that 
male-to-female  transsexuals  are  not  real 
women  by  offering  the  analogy  of  a  white 
woman  who  believes  that  she  is  Native 
American.  This  analogy  is  particularly  ironic 
considering  the  historical  practices  of  most 
Native  American  tribes  in  regard  to  sexual 
identity.  The  assumption  of  biological  deter¬ 
minism  which  Rowing  invokes  to  support  her 
contention  is  entirely  foreign  to  all  but  a  very 
few  Native  American  tribes. 

As  Walter  L.  Williams  abundantly  docu¬ 
ments  in  his  comprehensive  study  of  sexual 
diversity  in  American  Indian  culture,  The 
Spirit  and  the  Flesh  (Boston:  Beacon  Press, 
1986),  the  vast  majority  of  Native  American 
peoples  considered  that  sexuality  is  not  deter¬ 
mined  by  biology,  but  by  spirituality;  that  it  is 
the  spirit  and  not  the  flesh  that  determines 
what  sex  an  individual  is.  In  nearly  all  Native 
American  tribes  there  has  existed  a  tradition 
of  individuals  who  live  entirely,  and  are 
accepted  entirely,  as  members  of  the  sex 
which  is  opposite  that  of  their  biological 
anatomy.  Such  individuals  were  not  only 
accepted,  but  highly  venerated  by  their  tribes, 
and  harming  or  disrepecting  them  in  any  way 
was  considered  to  be  a  surefire  way  of  incur¬ 
ring  the  wrath  of  the  deities. 

It  is  also  significant  to  note  that  it  is  pre- 
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cisely  in  those  Native  American  tribes  that 
are  the  most  patriarchal  and  warlike,  such  as 
the  Comanche  and  the  Aztec,  that  this  tradi¬ 
tion  is  not  observed.  Nor  is  this  tradition 
unique  to  Native  American  culture;  similar 
practices  have  been  documented  in  non- 
patriarchal  cultures  throughout  the  world. 
Significantly,  Williams  also  points  out  that 
the  historical  persecution  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  has  always  been  based  on  the  intoler¬ 
ance  of  gender  diversity,  the  very  same  prac¬ 
tice  which  Rowing  so  vividly  demonstrates 
toward  transsexuals. 

Rejection  of  biological  determinsim,  as 
well  as  of  environmental  determinsim,  which 
is  also  occasionally  invoked  to  justify  exclu¬ 
sion  of  transsexual  from  women’s  space,  are 
central  tenets  to  all  of  feminist  theory.  It  is 
therefore  not  surprising  that  a  philosophical 
perspective  regarding  sexuality  similar  to 
that  found  in  Native  American  culture  is  also 
found  in  contemporary  feminist  thought. 
Writing  about  sexuality  and  reincarnation  in 
her  symbolic  autobiography  Orlando, 
Virginia  Woolf  stated:  “In  every  human 
being  a  vacillation  for  one  sex  to  another 
takes  place,  and  often  it  is  only  the  clothes 
that  keep  the  male  or  female  likeness,  while 
underneath  the  sex  is  the  very  opposite  of 
what  it  is  above.”  Even  Andrea  Dworkin,  no 
friend  of  transsexuals,  stated:  “We  are  clearly 
a  multisexed  species  which  has  its  sexuality 
spread  along  a  vast  continuum  where  the  ele¬ 
ments  called  male  and  female  are  not  dis¬ 
crete.  And  let  us  not  forget  that  it  was  none 
less  than  the  mother  of  the  contemporary 
feminist  movement,  Simone  de  Beauvoir, 
who  so  succinctly  and  poignantly  stated: 

‘One  is  not  bom  a  woman,  one  becomes 

„  *** 
one. 

Considering  the  extent  of  patriarchal 
assumptions  underlying  the  elitist  policy  of 
excluding  transsexuals  from  the  festival,  the 
explicitly  specification  that  the  festival  is 
restricted  to  “womyn-bom-womyn  only” 
into  festival  literature  next  year  will  hardly 
provide  adequate  justification  for  the  contin¬ 
ued  exclusion  of  post-operative  male-to- 
female  transsexuals. 

Davina  Anne  Gabrial 
Kansas  City,  MO. 

Coming  out  &  fight¬ 
ing  back 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  October  11,  1987  when  over  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  from  all  over  the  country  con¬ 
verged  on  Washington,  D.C.,  to  angrily 
demand  the  right  to  life.  And  I’m  not  talking 
about  radical  Christians  and  unborn  humans 
either;  I’m  talking  about  militant  dykes  and 
queers,  stomping  their  feet,  thrusting  fists  in 
the  air  and  shouting,  “Enough  is  enough!” 

In  order  to  commemorate  that  historic 
event,  October  11  has  been  designated 
National  Coming  Out  Day.  The  idea  is  to 
inspire  as  many  women  and  men  as  possible 
to  blow  the  doors  off  the  proverbial  closet 
and  shout,  “I’ve  had  enough!  I  won’t  tolerate 
this  shit  anymore!”  Which  is  exactly  what 
I’m  doing  right  here  on  this  page. 

This  is  not  new  for  me.  I’ve  been  officially 
“out  of  the  closet”  since  I  was  17  years  old. 
It  was  six  years  ago  that  I  told  my  parents  I 
was  gay.  You’d  never  guess  what  they  said  in 
response.  Or,  maybe  you  could,  maybe  you 
said  something  similar  to  your  child,  or 
maybe  it  was  said  to  you.  Nevertheless,  I 
was  devastated  when  they  told  me  they 
didn’t  want  a  faggot  living  in  their  house  and 
forced  me  out  with  the  love-drenched  com¬ 
ment  that  I  would  end  up  living  in  alley 
sucking  old  men’s  cocks  for  20  dollars. 

What  a  rite  of  passage,  huh?  Well,  let  me 
tell  you  that  it  was  only  the  beginning  of 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  over  the  past  six 
years.  And  before  I  go  one,  let  me  tell  you 
that  my  parents’  prophecy  didn’t  come  true. 
Looking  back  on  it  now  it’s  obvious  that  my 
parents  had  no  idea  what  the  reality  of  a 
teenage  faggot  on  the  streets  of  Chicago  is 
like. 

No.  I’ve  never  suck  an  old  man  off  in  an 
alley  before.  But  I  have  let  more  men  than  I 
can  count  suck  my  dick.  And  it  was  never  in 
an  alley  and  I  always  got  paid  more  than  20 
dollars.  But,  then  I  was  lucky,  or  intelligent, 
or  streetwise,  or  all  the  above.  After  all,  I’m 
here  to  write  about  it. 

Many  kids  aren’t  so  fortunate.  I’ve  seen 
more  than  I  care  to  remember  being  vicious¬ 
ly  exploited.  Always  fucked  up  on  whatever 
soothed  their  pain.  Some  died  of  an  over¬ 
dose,  some  succumbed  to  AIDS,  and  some 
like  me,  lived  through  it  all  and  find  them¬ 
selves  dangling  from  the  bottom  rung  of  our 
social  ladder — prison. 

Something  must  be  done. 

I’m  often  asked  if  I  regret  my  past  behav¬ 
ior  and  I  invariably  answer  No.  And  I  mean 
it.  Oh  sure.  I’ve  made  mistakes  (big  ones 
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too),  not  to  mention  the  residual  Catholic 
guilt  trips  I’ll  probably  experience  all  my 
life.  But  I  hate  to  think  that  if  I  could  turn 
back  the  clock  I’ll  somehow  miss  the  many 
wonderful  experiences  I’ve  had.  These  and 
many  other  experiences  have  taught  me  so 
much  about  life  and  “human  nature.” 

I’ve  learned  that  humans  can  be  very  lov¬ 
ing  and  compassionate,  even  in  the  face  of 
extreme  oppression  and  danger.  I’ve  learned 
that  the  “traditional"  way  of  doing  things 
isn’t  the  only  way,  and  that  the  word  “fami¬ 
ly”  doesn’t  always  follow  the  word  “dys¬ 
functional.”  I’ve  learned  that  sex  isn’t  neces¬ 
sarily  love,  but  the  two  do  fit  nicely  together, 
and  that  a  warm  man  between  my  usually 
cold  sheets  is  heavenly,  especially  if  he’s  my 
main  man. 

In  the  end.  I’ve  learned  that  there  are  so 
many  splendid  things  worth  living  for,  and 
yes,  worth  risking  my  life  and  fighting  for. 

I  cannot  in  good  conscience,  sit  on  my  ass 
and  watch  while  our  government  acts  in  a 
deliberate,  murderously  slow  manner  in 
bringing  about  and  end  to  the  AIDS  epidem¬ 
ic.  I’ll  not  pass  up  the  opportunity  to  shout 
about  the  tens  of  thousand  of  kids  being  liter¬ 
ally  fucked  to  death  on  city  streets.  Nor  will  I 
ignore  the  abuses  heaped  upon  people  of 
color — they  have  it  twice  as  bad;  nor  the 
prisoners — nobody  deserves  the  hell  they 
must  endure. 

There’s  way  too  much  bullshit  going  on.  It 
appears  that  everyone  is  getting  fucked 
except  those  of  the  white  male  corporate 
power  structure.  No,  I  can’t  take  it  anymore. 
I’m  fighting  back.  I’m  fighting  AIDS,  I’m 
fighting  discrimination!! 

Care  to  help  me  fight  for  life? 

Peter  J.  O’Rouike 
Westville,  Ind. 

Beware  off  Odd  Girls 

[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter 
addressed  to  the  editor  of  The  Women’s 
Review  of  Books.] 

To  the  Editor: 

Estelle  Freedman’s  review  of  Lillian 
Faderman’S  Odd  Girls  and  Twilight  Lovers 
[October  1991]  was  kinder  than  mine  would 
have  been.  Faderman’s  neglect  of  historical 
work  on  spinsterism  and  the  ideology  of 
“single  blessedness,”  her  appeal  to  education 
as  a  deus  ex  machina,  and  her  over-reliance 
on  medical  and  sexological  ideas  as  cause, 
are  all  symptomatic  of  a  failure  to  under¬ 
stand  the  role  of  socioeconomic,  familial  and 
demographic  contexts  in  determining  indi¬ 
vidual  roles  and  identities.  Faderman  wavers 
between  seeing  women  as  totally  self-deter¬ 
mining  and  as  controlled  by  a  cloud  of  ideas, 
and  betrays  little  feeling  for  the  way  in 
which  social  controls  operate. 

However,  I  write  primarily  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  Faderman’s  disturbing  use  of  her 
taped  interviews.  As  an  informant,  I  am 
“quoted”  twice,  each  time  with  distortions 
exemplifying  aspects  of  the  work  that 
Freedman  has  identified  as  problematic. 

In  the  first  case  (p.  121),  Faderman  refers 
to  my  experiences  with  the  Women’s  Land 
Army  during  World  War  II.  The  silly  story 
Faderman  concocts  to  replace  the  events  I 
recounted  is  less  significant  that  the  word 
substitution  she  makes:  “....another  woman 
told  her,  ‘It’s  called  lesbianism....’”  The 
word,  of  course,  was  homosexual,  which  I 
heard  for  the  first  time  while  eavesdropping 
on  a  meeting  of  older  girls.  I  doubt  that  I 
heard  or  read  the  word  “lesbian”  for  another 
five  or  six  years,  as  it  was  not  used  in  polite 
straight  discourse.  Freedman  remarks  on 
“Faderman’s  use  of  the  modem  term  ‘les¬ 
bian’  to  refer  to  women  in  the  early  modem 
period...."  The  dangers  of  this  anachronism 
are  obvious  to  those  familiar  with  the  history 
of  sexual  identities. 

The  second  case  (p.  181)  is  stranger  still. 
Here  Faderman  has  conflated  two  different 
locales  and  social  groups.  One  was  a  net¬ 
work  of  closeted  lesbians  privately  socializ¬ 
ing  in  Berkeley  in  the  1960s,  among  whom 
dress  was  not  necessarily  formal,  and  might 
express  butchness  forbidden  in  public  life. 
The  other  was  my  description  of  a  lesbian 
bar  I  visited  in  San  Francisco’s  North  Beach 
in  the  1950s,  where  working-class  butches 
and  their  femmes  sat  in  a  large  bay  window, 
visible  from  the  street,  while  inside,  middle- 
class  lesbians  sat  at  a  wine  bar  or  small 
tables.  There  I  saw  lesbian  couples  dressed 
like  clones  in  the  acceptable  professional 
costume  of  the  day,  navy  blue  tailored  suite 
and  pumps.  By  moving  these  women  out  of 
the  bar,  Faderman  has  removed  them  from 
association  with  their  working-class  sisters. 
Freedman  has  noted  Faderman’s  presentation 
of  “something  of  a  class  war”  between 
upper-  and  middle-class  lesbians  and  those 
of  the  working-class,  and  comments, 
“[fiurther  oral  histories  may  test  whether  the 
class  lines  were  this  distinct....”  Indeed! 
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Faderman  has  thrown  away  evidence  both  of 
“class”  lines  (which  were  probably  more  the 
boundaries  of  the  closet  than  of  class)  and  of 
the  comingling  of  the  two  classes  and  genres 
of  lesbians. 

These  stories  were  not  recalled  for  the  first 
time  for  Faderman,  but  are  “set  pieces”  in 
my  oral  memoirs,  frequently  told  to  others 
before  and  since.  Alas,  I  have  no  record  of 
my  interviews  with  this  author.  Informants 
beware!  Your  best  insurance  is  to  demand  a 
tape  copy  or  transcript  of  your  interview. 
And  oral  historians  beware!  The  oral 
accounts  in  Faderman ’s  book,  if  mine  are 
any  index,  are  no  more  accurate  than  the  fic¬ 
titious  quotations  of  Janet  Malcolm. 

Mildred  Dickemann 
Professor  of  Anthropology  Emeritus 
Sonoma  State  University 
Richman,  Calif. 

Request  for  support 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Director  of  the  Utah  State  Division  of 
Occupational  and  Professional  Licensing 
Board,  David  E.  Robinson,  and  his  staff  is 
being  accused  by  several  Black  Utah  state 
prisoners  of  discrimination,  failing  and  refus¬ 
ing  to  hear  and  investigate  complaints  by 
prisoners  against  “licensed”  members  of  the 
state  prison  medical  staff  for  “unprofessional 
conduct”  (which  would  warrant  immediate 
revocation  of  licenses)  namely  from  doctors 
Robert  Jones  and  Nelson,  including  physi¬ 
cian  assistants,  registered  nurses,  licensed 
practical  nurses,  the  pharmacists  and  others. 

The  prisoners  claim  that  in  the  past,  count¬ 
less  of  state  prisoners  have  died  under  suspi¬ 
cious  reported  causes  by  state  officials,  clear¬ 
ing  members  of  the  prison  medical  staff  of 
foul  play,  unprofessional  conduct  or  other¬ 
wise  of  being  responsible  for  the  prisoners’ 
deaths.  The  prisoners  say  this  is  an  excellent 
example  of  “letting  the  foxes  guard  the 
chicken  coop.”  Characteristic  and  demon¬ 
strative  of  how  discrimination  and  murder  is 
an  inherent  priority  function  of  a  racist  totali¬ 
tarian  state  government,  which  is  owned  and 
operated  by  a  mob  of  savages  straight  up  out 
of  the  caves  in  the  Caucasus  Mountains  with 
the  same  mentality  of  those  who  tricked  the 
ancient  Dravidians  and  is  presently  hood¬ 
winking  the  people  of  today,  as  they  slid  like 
slimy  snakes  across  the  earth  with  one  pri¬ 
mary  objective  and,  that  is  to  manifest 
Hitler’s  idea  of  a  superior  race  and  material 
domination  the  world  over. 

The  prisoners  firmly  assert  that  while  they 
are  a  small  class  unarmed  against  well  armed 
gladiators,  yet  they  are  comforted  in  know¬ 
ing  that  “snakes  are  not  known  to  hang  onto 
their  heads  in  battle  against  mongooses,” 
neither  did  the  giant  Goliath  against  tiny 
David. 

In  retaliation  for  Utah  state  prisoner 
Joseph  L.  Walker’s  advocating  for  the  rights 
of  PWAs,  Utah  state  prison  officials  are  car¬ 
rying  out  a  conscious/malicious  effect  to 
murder  Joseph,  by  sadistically  denying  him 
adequate  treatment  for  his  serious  (life- 
threatening)  health  problems  which  he 
accuses  state  officials  of  causing. 

Joseph,  a  “layman  legal  technician”[he 
prefers  this  term  rather  than  the  term  jail- 
house  lawyer]  says  those  people  who  are  sin¬ 
cere/dedicated  to  helping  PWAs  overcome 
problems  related  to  medical  care  and/or  legal 
problems  (civil  or  criminal),  whether  the 
PWAs  are  free  or  bond,  should  be  quick  in 
supporting  him  by  providing  him  with  the 
materials  he  needs  to  aid  him  in  champi¬ 
oning  the  cause  for  the  rights  of  PWAs  and 
others. 

In  a  recent  conversation  with  Judy 
Greenspan  of  the  National  Prison  Project, 
Joseph,  in  explaining  how  he  believes  incar¬ 
cerated  PWAs  may  be  successful  in  obtain¬ 
ing  compassionate  releases,  stated:  “incar¬ 
cerated  PWAs  must  grab ’em  where  it  hurts; 
must  know  or  learn  their  rights;  must  be  able 
to  identify  constitutional  violation  of  their 
rights;  must  know  or  learn  the  art  of  pleading 
civil  rights  complaints  in  42  U.S.C.  section 
1983  and  state  medical  malpractice  actions 
and  must  know  or  leant  legal  maneuvers  just 
as  attorneys  in  behalf  of  prisoners  on  death 
row.” 

Those  desirous  to  support  Joseph  in  his 
effort  in  behalf  of  PWAs  and  others  by  pro¬ 
viding  him  with  the  materials  needed,  should 
contact  him  by  writing  directly  to  him  at  the 
below  address. 

Joseph  Lee  Walker  #17432 
Utah  State  Prison 
Uinta  2-708 
Draper,  UT  84020 


_ S peaking  Out 

Guido — my  friend 


By  Lynda  D.  Swartz 

I’m  a  recovering  alcoholic.  I’m  a  lesbian 
who  spent  a  great  deal  of  my  youth  either  try¬ 
ing  to  hustle  drinks  at  a  bar  or  breaking  open 
my  piggy  bank  for  money  to  buy  a  quart  of 
beer.  Not  a  pretty  memory,  I  assure  you.  So 
much  of  my  twenties  is  a  fog  and  my  thirties 
even  more  so.  Even  though  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  always  have  a  good  job  and  not  get 
arrested  or  do  jail  time,  I  still  missed  the 
opportunities  that  were  there  for  me — simply 
because  I  wasn’t  willing  to  look  at  life  as  it 
really  was.  I  saw  my  life  pass  by  me  as  I  lay 
underneath  toilet  bowls,  praying  to  die. 

I  slammed  my  bottom  back  in  July  of 
1987.  That  was  when  my  companion,  lover 
and  best  friend  of  over  15  years  decided  to 
sober  up.  And  because  I’m  also  one  of  the 
millions  of  co-dependent  people  on  this 
earth,  I  did  as  she  did.  But  it  was  different  for 
me,  because  I  was  at  a  point  in  my  life  where 
I  didn’t  care  if  I  lived  or  died.  Suicide  wasn’t 
on  my  agenda  but  neither  was  living.  Once  I 
stopped  drinking  and  saw  things  happening 
outside  of  my  hazy  and  shadowy  existence  in 
a  clearer  view,  I  knew  I  had  to  do  something 
positive.  I  looked  and  asked  around  and 
found  a  good  therapist,  one  that  was  rep¬ 
utable  and  also  willing  to  help  me  turn  my 
life  around.  That  she  was  a  lesbian  was  free¬ 
ing  to  me  but  not  a  necessary  criteria.  That 
she  was  concerned  and  nurturing  was.  And 
when  she  suggested  that  I  come  to  terms  with 
my  alcohol  addiction  and  join  Alcoholic 
Anonymous,  I  did.  Because  I  wanted  to  live 
but  I  didn’t  want  to  live  as  a  drunk  anymore. 

You’re  probably  wondering  by  now  who 
the  hell  is  Guido,  right?  Well,  Guido  is  my 
best  friend.  He’s  a  gay  man  who  lifted  me  up 
when  I  was  at  the  farthest  side  of  my  black 
hole.  He’s  the  man  who  helped  me  see  that  I 
could  live  sober.  He’s  the  man  who  taught  me 
how  to  reach  out  and  ask  for  help.  He’s  the 


man  who  shared  his  strength  and  hope  with 
me.  He’s  the  man  who  let  me  learn  about 
friendship  and  how  important  it  is  to  admit  it 
when  I’m  down  and  out.  Guido  is  my  friend. 

I  met  Guido  at  an  A. A.  meeting  in 
December  of  '87. 1  walked  into  the  basement 
of  a  church  in  Portsmouth,  N.H.,  and  there  he 
was,  head  down,  eyes  darting  and  I  immedi¬ 
ately  knew  that  this  man  was  to  be  a  part  of 
my  life.  I  sat  down  next  to  him  and  said 
hello.  He  mumbled  a  reply.  I  made  note  of 
his  name  as  we  introduced  ourselves,  Guido, 
alcoholic.  I’d  never  known  a  Guido  before 
and  thought  all  men  with  that  name  were 
cemented  at  the  bottom  of  a  river  some¬ 
where.  I  managed  to  break  through  my  own 
shyness  and  speak  to  him.  And  for  weeks 
afterwards,  at  various  meetings,  I  spoke  to 
Guido  about  things  that  were  happening  to 
me.  It  took  time  before  he  opened  up  to  me 
but  finally  we  broke  the  barriers. 

Guido  and  I  spent  our  first  year  of  sobriety 
going  out  to  dinner  at  a  different  restaurant 
each  week,  spending  time  at  the  beach  talk¬ 
ing  about  our  lack  of  religion  and  sex  and 
wondering  if  we’d  ever  find  anyone  to  love 
us.  He  made  me  read  the  A.A.  literature  and 
then  quizzed  me  on  it.  It  was  his  second  time 
trying  to  stay  sober  and  he  was  very  serious 
about  it.  Because  of  his  encouragement  and 
his  honesty,  I  believe  it’s  the  reason  I  didn’t 
go  back  out  drinking.  He  made  me  want 
more  in  my  life.  Guido  made  me  believe  that 
I  could  do  anything  if  I  wanted  it  bad 
enough.  It  was  Guido  who  stood  by  me 
through  bad  relationships,  court  cases,  family 
problems  and  helped  me  to  the  other  side. 

Guido  and  I’ve  spent  a  lot  of  time  in  the 
past  four  years  telling  others  what  we’ve 
learned  from  each  other.  We  make  a  point  of 
telling  other  gay  people  about  our  friendship 
and  how  important  we  are  to  each  other.  Both 
of  us  get  angry  when  we’re  confronted  with 


lesbians  that  hate  gay  men  and  gay  men  that 
hate  lesbians.  We  are  a  minority  that  should 
be  walking,  dancing,  swinging,  and  living 
arm  in  arm  with  each  other.  We  should  be 
building  bridges  against  the  discrimination 
that  is  growing  against  all  homosexuals.  By 
working  together,  we  can  build  those  bridges. 

I  have  a  problem  with  the  idea  that  I’m 
being  discriminated  against  by  other  lesbians 
just  because  I  happen  to  enjoy  the  company 
of  men.  Guido  tells  me  he’s  experienced  the 
same  wisecracks  and  disparaging  remarks 
because  he  chooses  to  spend  time  in  my  com¬ 
pany.  I  can’t  believe  that  we  gay  and  lesbian 
people  are  so  blessed  with  all  kinds  of  friends 
that  we  can  turn  our  back  on  each  other  sim¬ 
ply  because  of  our  sex.  I  find  it  the  worst 
form  of  discrimination. 

What  Guido  and  I  have  today  is  a  friend¬ 
ship  built  on  trust.  Trust  is  something  that 
doesn’t  come  easy  to  either  of  us  due  to  past 
problems  with  it.  Still,  we  found  trust  again 
and  are  willing  to  share  it  with  others.  That’s 
the  important  part  of  our  relationship.  We’ve 
gone  through  our  own  individual  hells  and 
survived.  Now  we  have  the  opportunities  to 
reach  our  and  help  others  who  are  struggling 
with  the  demons  of  addiction.  But  more 
importantly,  we  have  the  chance  to  show  our 
gay  and  lesbian  community  that  by  sticking 
together  and  forming  caring  friendships  with 
each  other,  we  can  conquer  the  prejudice  and 
the  disparity  that  clouds  our  existence.  I  urge 
everyone  to  take  a  good  look  at  the  gay  man 
or  lesbian  next  to  you  and  reach  out. 

Lynda  Swartz  is  a  regular  contributor  to 
the  New  Hampshire  Seacoast  Sunday  and 
has  also  written  articles  and  essays  for  vari¬ 
ous  women’s  magazines.  She  is  completing 
her  first  lesbian  novel. 


All  I’ve  got 

Dear  GCN: 

Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep.  But  I  don’t 
sleep.  I  crawl  into  bed  beside  him  and  listen 
to  him  snore  and  hate  the  people  who  com¬ 
plain  to  Dear  Abby  about  their  husbands 
snoring.  I  listen  to  his  breathing,  crawl  up 
behind  him,  and  put  my  arm  around  him, 
tight.  He  moves  slightly,  to  be  closer  and 
mutters  “love  you”  without  waking.  I  pray  to 
a  God  I  don’t  know,  nor  necessarily  believe 
in.  I  feel  his  heartbeat,  counting  then,  won¬ 
dering  how  many  remain  before  I  sleep 
alone.  I  don’t  believe  the  ones  at  night 
should  count  against  those  left 

I  remember  that  day.  He  didn’t  want  me  to 
go  with  him.  Had  to  do  it  alone,  he  said.  He 
didn’t  understand  how  alone  and  deserted  I 
felt.  As  I  waited  upstairs,  I  heard  the  front 
door  open,  close  carefully,  and  I  knew.  He 
had  never  closed  the  door  carefully  in  his 
life.  He  didn’t  shout,  “hello,  love.”  He  said 
nothing.  My  tears  began  to  fall  as  I  heard 
him  climb  the  stairs,  one  at  a  time,  and  I 
watched  him  take  off  his  clothes  and  crawl 
into  my  arms  like  a  child,  beaten  down.  The 
word  was  never  spoken.  I  took  him  in  my 
arms  and  the  tears  came,  first  gently,  then 
desperately,  as  his  tears  tried  to  keep  pace 
with  sorrow.  And  as  he  cried  more,  I  cried 
less.  The  strength  which  was  to  be  my  down¬ 
fall  began  to  brace  for  the  struggle  ahead. 

For  what  seemed  forever  he  shut  me  out 
He  had  to  suffer  alone,  and  I  resented  him. 
Each  time  he  said  “you  don’t  understand”  I 
felt  that  my  heart  would  break,  if  only  from 
the  distance.  He  didn't  see  that  I  had 
received  my  own  diagnosis  on  that  day,  in 
the  midst  of  the  only  time  in  my  life  I  had 
been  happy.  I  would  now  live  my  happiness 
and  dreams  through  a  filter  of  certain  alone- 
ness.  I  despised  him  for  not  seeing  my  pain.  I 
played  the  part  of  the  strong,  silent  lover,  but 
now  I  see  that  in  my  role,  I  excluded  him, 
too.  By  being  strong  and  understanding,  I 
didn’t  allow  him  to  share  my  pain  either. 

Sometimes  I’m  walking  down  the  street 
and  I  see  a  couple  holding  hands,  and  I  hate 
them  so  because  I  know  they  make  plans  of 
their  lifetime  together.  And  I  realize  I’ve 
been  crying  silently  as  I  watched.  Last  week 
I  saw  and  elderly  couple  in  a  mall,  and  I 
asked  them  how  long  they  had  been  married. 
She  said  54  years,  and  gently  asked  if  I  was 
okay  when  she  saw  my  eyes.  I  walked  away. 

God,  I’ve  seen  a  lot  of  grief  in  my  life. 
I’ve  been  abused,  assaulted,  rejected,  hated, 
disowned  and  damn  near  destroyed  just 
because  I’m  gay.  But  I  don’t  complain.  I’d 


survived  more  hatred  by  the  time  I  was  16 
than  most  people  do  in  a  lifetime.  But  I 
accepted  that,  tried  to  hold  my  head  up,  and 
searched  for  the  happiness  I  deserved.  But  I 
won’t  take  anymore,  God,  I’ve  had  my  share. 
I  deserve  to  be  happy  now.  I’ve  earned  that 
much.  I  can  only  see  that  you  are  cruel  or 
you  don’t  care,  and  I’m  not  sure  I  know  the 
difference. 

Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep.  I  pray  the 
Lord  my  soul  to  keep.  If  he  should  die  before 
I  wake.... 

Please  god.  He’s  all  I’ve  got  All  I’ve  got 
Kimb  R.  Norton 
Boston,  Mass. 

Oops! 

The  photo  of  Jyl  Lyn  Felman  in  our 
book  supplement  (Oct.  13-19, 1991) 
should  have  been  credited  to  Jean 
Weisinger.  We  regret  the  error. 

Give 
a  GCN 
holiday 
gift  Sub. 

Watch  for  special  values  in 
the  coming  weeks ! 


GCN  JOB 

OPENING 

Business  Manager 

Responsible  for  financial  management 
using  computerized  accounting  system, 
for  accounts  payable  and  receivable, 
staff  payroll  and  generating  regular 
financial  reports.  Perform  general  office 
management  tasks.  Develop  and  main¬ 
tain  bookstore  sales  and  bookstore 
accounts.  Negotiate  and  maintain 
longterm  exchange  advertisement  con¬ 
tracts.  Act  as  one  of  two  staff  liaisons  to 
the  Board  of  Directors.  This  position 
will  work  closely  with  the  development 
coordinator  on  long-range  financial 
planning  and  developing  annual  bud¬ 
gets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative 
and  financial  skills  and  experience. 
Experience  with  non-profit  management 
or  bookkeeping  preferred.  Strong  inter¬ 
personal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions 
require  commitments  to  lesbian  gay  lib¬ 
eration,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collec¬ 
tive  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$230  week  and  include  health  life  insur¬ 
ance  through  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  dental  allowance,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation. 
GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibili¬ 
ty  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62 
Berkeley  St..  Boston.  MA  02116. 
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Bashing 

Continued  from  page  1 

and  activists  to  pressure  the  CRS  every  time 
we  wanted  them  to  respond.” 

While  Foreman  told  GCN  he  agrees  that 
the  CRS  has  done  little  to  combat  anti-gay 
violence  in  the  past,  he  is  skeptical  as  to 
what  degree  the  recent  legislation  and  the 
Federal  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act  constitute 
a  victory  for  community  efforts.  The 
approach  of  the  CRS  with  police  deparments 
is  to  hold  sensitivity  trainings,  which 
Foreman  argues  takes  too  long.  “I  think  they 
did  one  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  training  of 
one  law  enforcement  agency  in  New  Mexico 
last  year,”  said  Foreman.  “What  about  the 
other  police  departments  throughout  the 
country?"  In  fact,  although  the  Department 
of  Justice  admitted  in  a  1989  study  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  are  the  most  frequent  vic¬ 
tims  of  hate-motivated  violence,  the  agency 
has  not  tackled  gay  bashings  other  than  their 
recent  decision  to  allow  the  CRS  to  mediate 
community  disturbances  caused  by  gay  bash¬ 
ings. 

Foreman  finds  himself  at  odds  with  many 
gay  rights  activists  who  pushed  for  inclusion 
of  the  term  “sexual  orientation”  in  Hate 
Crimes  Statistics  Act  (which  mandates 
reporting  and  statistics  collection  of  hate 
crimes).  “My  fear  is  that  the  inevitable 
under-reporting  of  violence  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  will  allow  opponents  to  use  the 
Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act  to  argue  anti-gay 
violence  isn’t  a  problem.” 

Julio  Rivera 

Issues  that  underscore  the  problem  of 
obtaining  justice  in  gay  bashing  cases  can 
clearly  be  seen  in  that  of  Julio  Rivera,  who 
was  murdered  in  Queens,  July  2. 

One  problem  is  the  lack  of  witnesses.  Too 
often  the  target  of  the  anti-gay  attack  is 
killed,  as  in  Rivera’s  case,  leaving  no  wit¬ 
nesses. 

The  jury  in  Rivera’s  case,  however,  will 
get  eye-witness  testimony — albeit  from  one 
of  the  three  men  charged  in  the  slaying,  who 
has  already  pled  guilty  to  manslaughter. 
Daniel  Doyle  has  told  police  that  he,  Ed  Bici 
and  Eric  Brown — all  members  of  a  teen 
group  called  Doc  Martens  Skinheads 
(DMS) — went  out  looking  for  someone  to 
gay  bash  when  they  left  his  parents’  home 
July  2.  Doyle  armed  himself  with  a  kitchen 
knife.  Brown  took  a  plumber’s  wrench  and 
Bici  hid  a  clawed  hammer  in  his  shorts. 

They  went  to  the  schoolyard  of  Public 
School  69.  which  according  to  the  Village 
Voice,  is  in  the  midst  of  a  10-block  cruising 
area  called  Vaseline  Alley,  long  known  to 
police  and  teenagers  as  a  place  to  harass  gay 
men.  There,  Doyle  has  said  that  he  and  his 
friends  lured  and  ambushed  Rivera,  using  the 
hammer  and  wrench  to  beat  Rivera’s  head. 
Doyle  himself  stabbed  Rivera,  puncturing 
his  lung.  Three  hours  later.  River  was  pro¬ 
nounced  dead  at  a  nearby  hospital. 

Even  when  gay  men  and  lesbians  do  sur¬ 
vive  gay  bashings,  statistics  show  that  they 
often  fail  to  report  the  attacks  or  attempt  to 
prosecute  the  attackers.  Part  of  this  may  be 
due  to  intimidation:  fear  that  attackers  will 
strike  again,  fear  of  publically  identifying 
oneself  as  gay,  fear  of  being  harassed  and  not 
taken  seriously  by  police,  court  officials  or 
judges. 

In  New  York  last  year,  while  507  gay 
bashings  were  reported  to  the  New  York  City 
AVP,  only  102  were  recorded  by  New  York 
City  Police,  OulWeek  reported. 

Institutional  homophobia  on  the  part  of  the 
legal  system  is  a  primary  factor  discouraging 
gay  men  and  lesbians  from  reporting  attacks. 
The  Rivera  case  is  one  of  countless  anti-gay 
killings  that  activists  say  police  have  failed 
to  respond  to  and  investigate  adequately. 

Only  an  independent  investigation,  persis¬ 
tent  pressure  and  a  call  to  activists  by 
Rivera’s  ex-lover,  Alan  Sack,  led  New  York 
Police  to  finally  classify  Rivera’s  murder  as 
an  anti-gay  hate  crime  after  six  months. 

“It  was  a  needlessly  bitter  fight,”  said 
Foreman.  “We  have  a  bias  criteria,  since 
1984  New  York’s  mayors  have  taken  high- 
profile  stances  on  anti-gay  violence,  and  still 
it  took  six  months  of  community  protests 
before  police  classified  it  as  a  bias  incident.” 

Foreman  said  that  cities  like  New  York 
and  San  Francisco — even  with  their  orga¬ 
nized  activist  communities,  community  anti¬ 
violence  projects,  supportive  city  administra¬ 
tions  and  anti-violence  police  programs  in 
place — are  having  little  success  in  prosecut¬ 
ing  anti-gay  hate  crimes. 

While  425  gay  bashings  were  reported  to 
San  Francisco’s  Communities  United 
Against  Violence,  police  made  only  48 
arrests  in  all  types  of  prejudice-related  hate 
crimes  (racial,  religious,  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion),  according  to  OutWeek.  Of  those  48 
arrested,  only  17  were  prosecuted  and  only 
five  hate  criminals  actually  served  any  time. 
How  many  of  those  were  gay  bashers  is 
unknown,  according  to  the  district  attorney’s 
office. 
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In  Boston,  of  97  gay  bashings  recorded  by 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center's 
Victim  Recovery  Project  (which  defines 
bashings  more  narrowly  than  does  CUAV  or 
the  AVP),  police  made  seven  arrests,  and 
judges  found  four  guilty.  None  served  any 
time. 

Foreman  is  also  concerned  at  the  lack  of 
resources  and  efforts  being  made  to  establish 
much-needed  anti-violence  projects  through¬ 
out  the  country.  In  many  places,  victims  and 
survivors  of  anti-gay  violence  have  no  advo¬ 
cacy. 

Even  as  the  Rivera  case  went  to  jury  selec¬ 
tion  on  Oct.  23,  indications  are  that  the  legal 
system’s  homophobia  may  impede  justice.  A 
lawyer  defending  the  alleged  gainsayers  ini¬ 
tially  asked  the  judge  to  disallow  testimony 
that  Rivera  was  gay  and  his  clients  were 
members  of  DMS,  virtually  eliminating  the 
possibility  of  establishing  Bici’s  and 
Brown’s  gaybashing  motive. 

While  Justice  Ralph  Sherman  of  the  state 
Supreme  Court  in  Queens  denied  the  motion, 
defense  lawyers  have  now  requested  that 
jurors  be  screened  on  the  basis  of  whether 
they,  or  friends  or  members  of  their  family, 
happen  to  be  gay.  The  lawyers,  apparently 
concerned  at  the  possibility  of  having  any 
pro-gay  input  in  the  judicial  process,  argue 
that  this  will  ensure  prospective  jurors  are 
“impartial.” 

Meanwhile,  Walsh  of  the  CRS  admits  it  is 
likely  the  CRS  will  not  immediately  take  on 
gay-bashing  cases,  a  fear  of  community 
activists  and  lobbyists.  “I  would  think  [the 
CRS  director]  would  probably  set  up  a  task 
force,”  he  told  GCN. 

—filed  from  Boston 

Rights 

Continued  from  page  3 

ing  the  ability  to  draw  on  their  future  support 
if  needed.  HRCF  and  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  have  been  involved  in 
other  progressive  national  coalitions,  includ¬ 
ing  those  working  for  the  Women’s  Health 
Equity  Act,  the  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act 
and  the  defeat  of  conservative  Supreme 
Court  nominees.  HRCF  is  also  a  member  of 
the  broad  progressive  political  action  group 
ProPAC.  “It’s  a  way  of  mainstreaming  our 
concerns,”  King  said. 

“Part  of  working  together  is  realizing  the 
types  of  common  interests  that  we  have,” 
Bonauto  stated.  She  said  she  met  “one  per¬ 
son  a  few  months  ago  who  could  barely 
articulate  the  words  lesbian  and  gay,”  who 
now  uses  those  words  “at  every  opportuni¬ 
ty." 

Mary  Bertin,  chair  of  the  civil  rights  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Boston  branch  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People,  told  GCN  she  organized  a  unique 
coalition  of  individuals  and 
organizations — representing  people  of  color, 
union  members,  feminists,  older  people,  peo¬ 
ple  with  disabilities,  lesbians  and  gay 
men — who  worked  locally  to  obtain  support 
for  the  bill.  She  said,  “I  plan  to  rally  them  for 
each  and  every  civil  rights  issue  that  comes 
down  the  pike,”  including  fights  for  lesbian 
and  gay  rights. 

Noting  the  repeated  efforts  by  conserva¬ 
tives  to  repeal  Massachusetts’  1989  gay 
rights  law,  Bertin  stressed  that  there  are  com¬ 
mon  interests  among  groups  fighting  for 
rights.  “If  they  are  successful  in  getting  that 
bill  reversed,"  she  said,  “what’s  next?” 

Criticism  of  Bush 

Activists  blasted  Pres.  George  Bush,  who 
abruptly  dropped  his  vehement  opposition  to 
the  bill  after  negotiations  in  late  October, 
claiming  that  the  bill  had  previously  included 
language  requiring  workplace  quotas. 

However,  Bonauto,  an  attorney  with  the 
legal  group  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  who  worked  as  an  individual  to 
gain  local  support  for  the  bill,  studied  the 
legislation  before  and  after  negotiations  and 
found  that  “the  changes  were  completely 
minor.”  Bush’s  claim  to  the  contrary,  she 
said,  was  “a  bald-face  lie.” 

A  copy  of  the  bill  obtained  by  GCN  in 
mid-October — before  Bush’s  input — states, 
“Nothing  in  the  amendments  made  by  this 
Act  shall  be  construed  to  ...  require,  encour¬ 
age,  or  permit  an  employer  to  adopt  hiring  or 
promotion  quotas  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
religion,  sex,  or  national  origin,  and  the  use 
of  such  quotas  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an 
unlawful  employment  practice.”  Bonauto 
noted  that  “anyone  harmed  by  a  quota  could 
sue”  even  under  the  original  version  of  the 
bill. 

Critics  of  Bush  said  he  reversed  his  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  bill  due  to  pressure  from  femi¬ 
nists  demanding  more  protections  for  women 
experiencing  sexual  harassment — which  is 
covered  under  the  law  as  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion — in  the  wake  of  the  testimony  of  Anita 
Hill  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee 
last  month.  In  addition,  they  charged  him 
with  attempting  to  distance  himself  from  fel¬ 
low  Republican  and  former  Grand  Wizard  of 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Gay  Cruises ! 

RSVP  -  Men 
Olivia  -  Women 


1 


Guesthouses  •  Tours  •  Resorts 


CityPoint 
Travel 


1  n  A 

INTIHNATIONAl.  OAY  TAAVIt  AIIOCIATION 


Club  Med  All  Women's  Week  -  Playa  Blanca! 
Call  Victor  at  (617)  269-8550  Voice/TDD 


Health 
they're 
team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availably 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836,  320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


Quality  (617)  524-6822 

Printing 


collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 


for  a 
change 


meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  *02130 

k  -  ..  i 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


Sweet  Honey  In  The  Rock 


Friday,  November  8  at  8pm  •  Symphony  Hall 

301  Mass  Avenue,  Boston 

Tickets  $22,  $19,  $15  available  at  the  Box  Office  617/  266-1200  also  at  Arborway  Video  (JP),  Newbury  Comics 
(Harvard  Square),  Skippy  White's  (Boston/Cambridge),  Wood  and  Strings  (Arlington) 


CHARGE  BY  PHONE 

SymphonyCharge  61 7/  266-1 200  Ticket  Master  61 7/  931-2000 


_  ,  - - ; - 

1991  VETERANS  DAY  WALK  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
10,728  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VETERANS  WITH  AIDS 

TIME:  11:00  AM 

DATE:  November  11, 1991-  Veterans  Day 
MEETING  PLACE:  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

Money  raised  will  be  used  to  open  an  AIDS  prevention 
storefront  near  the  Pine  St.  Inn  with  a  primary  focus  on  our 
hundreds  of  veterans  who  are  HIV  positive  or  have  AIDS. 

For  walk  information  and 
pledge  sheet,  please  write  or  call: 

NATIONAL  AIDS  BRIGADE,  P.0.  BOX  201 
492  EAST  BROADWAY,  BOSTON,  MA 
02127(617)  269-8236 


Cambridge  Society  for  Early  Music 


BERNARD  BRAUCHLI 

fortepiano  —  All  Mozart  program 

Saturday,  November  9  —  8  p.m. 

Goethe  Institute,  170  Beacon  St.,  Boston 

Monday,  November  11—8  p.m. 

Swedenborg  Chapel,  50  Quincy  St.,  Cambridge 


Tickets  SI 5. 00— students/seniors  $7.00 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  M A  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  M A  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  By  Voice  Tel 
PHONE  ANSWER  MG 
4  MESSAGING 
Discreet,  Password  protected 
National  network. 

(617)  446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MULUKEN  ARCHITECTS  HC. 
161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mullken,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  ate  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  inaurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  ail  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  •Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  SL 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-6629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridga/Somervllle 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Troubleshooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  LCSW 
Jayna  Watzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 
BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENMS IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7060 

BELLV1LLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Sloneham,  MA 
(617)  438-6155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Individual,  couples,  and  group 
counseling  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St. 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson.  LCSW 
(401)  727-4749 
Psychotherapy  4  Consultation 

JACQUELINE 
HANMGAN,  UCSW 

HIV+7  Depressed?  Lets  tak. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (506)  922-6613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cartridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  lor  lesbians  6  gay 
men.  Individuals  6  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

DR.  LAURIE  LIVINGSTON 

Licensed  psychologist 
Anxiety,  Phobia,  Stress 
1131  Beacon  SL  Suite  1 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cantorldge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D„PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(506)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 

CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKJNOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv.  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

WOMENS  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
lor  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROtPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  41h  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRO AL  WIRING  4 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100- mile  radius  of  Boston. 

24- hr.  service  1-800-383-2978 
MA  Sc*  A 7299  •  NH  Sc*  3697 
ME  llc#3269  CVB/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUMTY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SL 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)353-1925 

HAIR  SALOHS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St..  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sal.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Walk-In  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling,  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMIMST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  4 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  4 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic. 
Massage,  Polarity 
7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900  x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Sendee 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 

Congress  St..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  M A  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  Irom  hands-on  public! 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filrrV 
comrrfls  actor.  Free  brochure 
4  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 


ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneull  Hall 


Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

LEW1NGER,  MASON  4 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hlngham,  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

OUAUTY  LIMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  all-gay 
limousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  4  lesbian  community  in 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  In 
business  and  the  professions 
'Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St 
Boston  .  MA  02130 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Solio.  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  specious 

Victorian  1/2  house  4  attic 
3+  Bre,  slate  roof,  fp.  near 
college.  130's,  call.  Info 
(508)  745-6867 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 ,  Cambridge.  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 


CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021X 
(617)983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
888  Washington  St. 

Dedham,  MA  02026 
(617)461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 


PTOWffS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths,  Fireplaces.  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  wak  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sal.  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 


DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St. 

In  Downtown  Boston 
(617)338-7037 

RETAIL 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 


LAWYERS 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

HepJGne 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  arid  6-11  PM  Sunday 


489-3613 


The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
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marva’s  coconut  cake  (Alfonso  is  my  friend;  he  is  gay,  he  has 
ADS,  his  mother's  name  is  Marva) 
tea rs  aught  momentarily  in  the  creases  of  a  smile, 
her  hands  swallow  yours. 

flakes  fallen  from  a  soft  moist  yellow  heaven  dusted  with  coconut 
clouds 

dot  the  surface  of  a  plate, 
unable  to  sleep 
you  an  not  dream. 

her  grace,  as  she  holds  your  face  against  her  wide  expanse 
and  wipes  sweat  from  your  brow 
still  evident 

though  bending  and  straining  daily  to  the  rhythms  of  a  first  bom's 
needs 

that  once  required  only 

butter,  eggs,  and  coconut  induced  moments  of  fullness, 
she  bums  her  hands  arelessfy  against  the  sides  of  greased  pans 
that  will  not  contain  the  cure  for  this. 


not  to  hide  from,  a  hearth 
of  warmth  and  drowsy  peace,  haven 
safe  from  landmines  of  the  flesh. 
Would  I  feel  this  way,  share 
this  precious  sisterhood  of  mind 
if  our  moments  and  meetings 
were  normal,  acceptable  and 
regular,  or  would  we  be  strangers, 
pass  each  other  like  harried 
New  Yorkers  on  a  busy  street? 

Oh  so  arefiilly,  I  walk  this 
tightrope  of  my  own  device,  and 
question  every  motive,  examine 
every  word  I  write  to  you,  in  fear 
of  discovery  during  transmission 
loss  of  our  special  signal 
cancellation  of  our  channel 
Vernon  Maulsby 


Vanity  Dyke  (The  New  Girl) 

Baby, 

I'm  surprised  you  haven't  heard  of  me  by  now. 

I  knew  who  was  who  within  a  week  of  being  here. 

You  never  noticed  the  way  I  always  seemed  to  have  my  eyes  on 
you? 

Then  the  other  day  in  the  shower 
I  must  of  ate  you  up  with  my  eyes 
I  couldn't  keep  my  eyes  off  of  you, 
and  the  girl  in  there  kept  catching  me  and  making  feces. 


I've  always  been  one  for  long-term  relationships 

A  Note 

and  have  a  tendency  of  getting  so  emotional 

A  note  to  let  you  know,  us  gays  always 

1  end  up  possessive  and  very  jealous. 

have  a  place  to  go! 

1  guess  you  can  say  1  take  mine  serious, 

And  we  live  a  life  we  choose, 

and  yea,  1  do. 

Something  we  can  never  loose. 

1  don't  want  to  be  stepping  on  anyone's  toes  by  getting  to  know  you, 

For  we  stand  up  for  our  rights, 

meaning  your  cellie. 

Not  keep  them  silent  doing  the  night 

So  let's  be  honest 

And  when  we  find  people  who  re  ally 
don't  care,  That  still  doesn't  stop  us 

A  few  days  later...  • 

from  wanting  to  share. 

1  was  in  your  house  waiting  for  you, 

We  are  strong  in  many  ways,  And 

and  your  cellie  came  home. 

most  of  us  are  proud  to  be  gays. 

She  asked,  "What  do  you  want?" 

1  said,  "Your  wife." 

Mae  Feret 

1  said,  "Are  you  coming  to  our  wedding?" 

She  said,  "No!" 

Disease 

Still  later.... 

1  have  a  disease.... 

She  just  wanted  to  make  you  mad, 

which  is  eating  away  at  my  life 

and  when  1  tried  to  open  her  robe 

It  has  ate  a  hole  in  my  heart 

it  was  beause  she  said 

and  it's  been  feeding  on  my  brain 

on  the  streets  they  all  her  Miss  Big  Dick. 

day  by  day,  night  by  night 

and  1  said  let  me  see  and  grabbed  her  robe. 

little  pieces  of  me  fells  away 

But  if  1  wanted  to  fuck  around 

leaving  only  the  shell  of  the  man 

I'd  do  it  behind  your  back,  not  in  front. 

1  once  was. 

And  finally.... 

1  have  a  disease... 

1  told  you,  1  was  only  talking  to  her, 

It  weakens  my  body 

but  you  umped  the  gun. 

my  spirit  my  soul 

Why,  1  don't  know. 

It  denies  me  peace  of  mind 

But  1  think  it’s  better  if  we  just  stay  friends 

and  creates  depression, 

'cause  1  can  see  that  your  jealousy 
will  only  cause  problems. 

suppression,  and  frustration. 

1  have  a  disease.... 

It  sucks  at  my  breath 
blinds  my  sight 

Amazon  Ice  Queen 

and  tortures  my  existence. 

It  is  never  dark  in  here 

There  are  no  stars; 

1  have  a  disease.... 

Just  an  ocasional  neighbor's  jeer 

But  there  is  a  cure 

And  cinderblocks — not  bars. 

and  only  the  most  sensitive, 
caring,  and  sincere  person 

It  is  never  dark  in  here 

can  administer  it 

There  are  no  stars;Twenty-three  the  lunch  count  dear 

Eat  it  up— don't  go  far. 

The  disease  is  called; 

It  is  never  dark  in  here. 

Kathy  Hollenbeck 

"Loneliness" 

The  cure  is; 

"Friendship” 

Who  will  give  me  the  cure??? 

Al  Cunningham 


Imani  (For Joe  Seam) 
AIDS. 

What  is  it? 
genocide!!! 
genocide!!! 
genocide!!! 
its  origin 
and  scheme 
at  first  appearance 
was  terrifying, 
welcomed  by  the 
fet  cats  and 
rightist  wrongs 
now  its  enraging  on: 
ACT  UP 
militant  struggle 
community  unity 
Brother  to  Brother, 
AIDS, 


’»»«-  '9r 


what  was  it? 
genocide!!! 
genocide!!! 
genocide!!! 

Albert  Chul  Clark 

(Imoni  means  faith  in  Swahili) 


Child  of  God  Queen 

(Dedicated  to  Raymond  £  Watts) 

It's  awfully  difficult 
to  say  what  needs  to 
be  said.... 

when  a  prison  social  warrior 
gets  terribly  mislead.... 
by  a  Child  of  God  queen 
whispering  sweet  nothings 
into  his  hungry  head.... 
for  him  it  was  love  or 
the  closest  he'd  ever  known 
&  s/he  promised  to  care  for 
him  in  ways  better  left  untold. 

It's  awfully  difficult 
to  say  what  needs  to 
be  said... 

When  this  social  warrior  is 
so  lonely  he  barely  crawls  out 
of  his  prison  bed 
&  that  Child  of  God  queen 
is  miles  away  trying  to 
trap  a  gullible  teen 
because  the  social  warrior  was 
wise  enough  to  recognize  passion  with  sweat 

play  that  wasn't  LOVE  as  he'd  grab  and  tug 

Chester  “Hollywood”  Haas  III  at  his  bulging  crotch 

to  re-adjust  it 
so  virile. 


Rape,  overdoses  and  murder  run  rampant  and  free. 

Have  you  any  money? 

End  of  war  cannot  be,  it  has  not  begun, 
there  are  no  warriors,  only  lost  victors. 

Time  is  not  known  or, 
for  "time"  is  plentiful. 

Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  breaths  of  abysmal  tangency, 
thick  putrid  air,  crimson  steel  of  sour  peanut  butter. 

With  heavy  of  hand,  the  frightened  horrifying  eyes  write— 
a  tune,  cruel  beauty  the  fat  lady  cannot  carry. 

Curtis  D.  Stowell 


What  Is  In  Your  Closet! 

Is  it  your  place  in  life, 

To  tell  another  how  to  live? 

For  who  knows  what  one  has  to  take 
Or  what  one  has  to  give? 

Who  can  say  what  is  right  or  wrong 
Or  what  one  should  not  do 
For  how  do  you  know  if  others 
Have  not  also  criticize  you? 

We  make  our  own  choices  in  life 
There  should  be  room  for  everyone 
What  skeletons  are  in  your  closet? 
What  work  have  you  undone? 

For  what  reason  do  you  hate  a  man? 

A  man  you  do  not  know? 

For  hate  comes  from  not  liking  yourself 
Is  that  not  so? 

Can  you  place  faults  and  blame, 

On  things  you  do  not  understand? 

Can  you  really  say  and  know, 

You  are  better  than  the  next  man? 
Because  one  does  not  believe, 

In  your  personal  belief? 

Or  seek  to  find  his  comfort 
To  satisfy  your  relief? 

Is  it  wrong  of  one 
Because  you  do  not  agree? 

When  one  is  not  the  way, 

You  would  want  him  to  be? 

Is  one  less  than  a  person, 

Can  you  honestly  say? 

Because  one  lives  one  life, 

To  satisfy  ones  own  way? 

Then  the  life  you  have  lived, 

You  haven't  understood, 
for  the  food  one  eats? 

Can  do  you  no  good. 

The  danger  one  faces, 

If  life  at  harm, 

Nor  the  clothes  one  wears, 

To  keep  him  warm, 

What  skeletons  are  in  your  closet? 
What  work  have  you  undone? 

Loulsha  Wallace 


They 

They  tell  us  we're  evil,  sick  and  deranged. 

They  call  us  queers,  faggots,  and  other  such  names 
They  laugh,  and  they  snicker  when  we  pass  by 
And  turn  their  backs  on  us,  when  they  hear  us  cry... 


Daffodil 

I  touch  the  narcissist  long. 

Foot  throat  and  thigh. 

I  sing  an  erotic  song; 

Ups,  want  and  I. 

My  sweet  seifs  muscular  flesh; 

Warm,  hard  and  clean. 

I'm  thralled,  tangled  and  enmeshed 
With  my  frame's  sheen. 

'Neath  the  moonlight  masturbate  me, 
Feel  this  deep  lust 
Drown  in  a  volcanic  sea.... 

Erupt  Surge.  Thrust 

Charlie  Klappeiick 


Across  the  Way 

He  lived  on  the  next  street  over 
directly  behind  our  midwestem  home 
in  those  young  green 
summertime  years. 

Many  hot  sunny  afternoons 

I'd  stand 

and  stand 

from  my  backdoor 

gazing  intently 

across  the  way 

at  him — 

exercising  in  that  green  grass; 
his  heavenly  body  glistening 


And  once  upon  a  time.... 
he  called  me  over  to  his  house 
down  to  his  bedroom 
in  the  basement— 
and  while  standing 
in  front  of  me— he  asked: 

"are  you  sure  you  can  handle  it?" 

Yes,  I'm  sure. 

I  was  sure. 

Those  splendid  young  green  summertime 
years  long  ago.... 
that  will  always  make  Dale 
a  monumental  blessing — 

I  had 

just— across  the  way. 

Billy  D.  Cates 


The  Boardwalk 

Wckedly  the  sign  swells  of  contemptuous  vacancy, 
a  myriad  of  rooms,  big  yard  fenced  in  bloody  stone. 
Long  is  the  stay,  short  and  narrow  the  exit- 
twenty  years  the  bargain. 

"Pretty  Boy"  of  luxurious  wealth, 

why  the  confident  walk  sleep  of  deep  beauty? 

Do  you  not  know  today  you  marry? 

Can  you  not  see  the  dark  of  day? 

Pain,  Hate  and  Death  the  proprietary  priests, 
mandating  monarchies  of  red  of  gray  walls 


We  once  hid  our  loving  behind  closet  doors 
They  made  us  feel  dirty,  like  cheap  tramps  and  whores 
But  now,  we  stand  so  tall  proclaiming  our  pride 
They'll  never  restrain  us,  or  make  us  all  hide... 

They  don't  like  what's  different  free,  or  untamed 
They  seek  for  our  weakness,  our  sadness,  our  shame. 
For  ours,  is  a  world  they  can't  comprehend 
They  see  how  we  love,  and  label  it  sin. 

They  don't  see  our  sharing,  emotions,  and  cares 
Our  unselfish  giving,  our  dreams,  and  our  prayers... 


They  don't  want  to  listen,  look  or  to  touch 
Maybe  they  fear  they'll  become  one  of  us.... 

D.  Chllto 
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TufriCE  ~ 

BOX  101555  DENVER  CO  80250 


PORCELAIN 

& 

FINE  ART 


Byllye  Avery,  founder  of  the  National  Black  Women's  Health  Project  reminded  women  at  the 
Oct.  26  rally  that  women  of  color  suffer  higher  rates  of  breast  cancer. 


brings  you  our 

NEW  CATALOGUE 

womon  empowering  and 
earth  honoring  objects 
In 

PORCELAIN 
Rilual  Bowls  &  Boxes 
goddess  Inspired  Jewelry 
Rune  Pendants  A  bets 

WATERCOLOURS 

Original  Paintings  &  Prints 

FIBERS 

Caste  Paper  goddesses 
Felled  wool  pouches 

PHONE:  303  757  6227 
^  write  or  coll  us.  ^ 


Dr.  Bernard 
Bihari 

Of  CRI/New  York, 
on  Standards  of  Care 
for  Preventing  and 
Treating  Opportunistic 
Infections 

Thurs  Nov  14,  7  -  9  pm 

John  Hancock  Conference  Center 

40 Trinity  PI  (near Copley) ‘Boston 
•  Free  •  No  registration  • 

•  info:  267-0900  x287  • 


Continued  from  page  3 

tutions  for  their  lack  of  attention  to  establish¬ 
ing  why  this  slight  risk  may  occur.  “They 
can  send  a  man  to  the  moon  but  they  can’t 
figure  out  what  it  is  about  pregnancy  that  can 
lower  the  risk  of  breast  cancer,”  she  said. 

Lesbian-run  services 

Support  services  specifically  geared 
toward  lesbians  with  all  types  of  cancer,  such 
as  the  Mautner  Project  in  Washington,  are 
beginning  to  emerge  throughout  the  country. 
Projects  in  Chicago  and  Philadelphia  have 
started  up  in  the  past  few  months.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  projects  in  Boston  and  Berkeley,  Calif., 
serve  all  women  with  cancer.  Many  of  those 
involved  in  the  projects  stressed  the  need  for 
places  where  lesbians  can  go  and  receive 
support  where  they  won’t  have  to  deal  with 
homophobia  as  well  as  a  life-threatening  ill¬ 
ness. 

“A  lot  of  the  cancer  support  systems  that 
exist  are  very  mainstream,  and  they’re  not 
someplace  that  you  might  feel  comfortable 
joining  a  support  group,”  said  Nancy  Lanoue 
of  the  new  Lesbian  Community  Cancer 
Project  in  Chicago.  Such  projects  provide 
direct  services,  such  as  helping  with  trans¬ 
portation  and  childcare,  as  well  as  support 
groups  for  lesbians  with  cancer  and  their 
partners.  They  also  provide  a  way  for 
women  with  cancer  to  meet  and  support  each 
other  and  act  as  advocates  in  dealing  with  an 
often  homophobic  health  care  industry. 

Citing  a  situation  in  which  homophobia 
can  add  additional  stress  to  an  already  diffi¬ 
cult  situation,  Hester  said  that  when  one  les¬ 
bian  named  her  partner  as  the  next-of-kin 
while  being  admitted  into  a  hospital,  the 
intake  nurse  stormed  off  the  job  in  disgust. 
“That’s  a  horrible  experience  to  have  right 
before  going  in  for  a  biopsy,”  Hester  said. 

Partners  of  lesbians  with  cancer  also  need 
special  support,  Hester  said,  which  is  provid¬ 
ed  by  Mautner.  “We  really  see  ourselves 
dealing  with  the  whole  family  —  however 
that  is  defined,”  she  said,  “We  provide  sup¬ 
port  to  the  caregiver  of  the  partner.  It’s  much 
more  comfortable  for  lesbians  to  be  with  oth¬ 
ers  who  are  living  the  same  lifestyle.” 

Some  women  told  GCN  that  such  projects 
provide  a  fresh  departure  from  some  new- 
age  influenced  mainstream  cancer  support 
programs.  Rochelle  Matonich,  who  works 
with  the  Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center 
in  Berkeley,  said  that  when  she  was  diag¬ 
nosed  with  cancer  she  came  to  the  center 
after  looking  at  other  options.  “A  lot  of 
what’s  happening,  I  found,  is  that  there  is  all 
this  new  age  bullshit  that  blames  the  person 
with  cancer.” 

The  opportunity  for  lesbians  to  take  care 
of  themselves  and  each  other  was  the  impe¬ 
tus  for  the  establishment  of  many  of  these 
programs.  Lesbians  who  started  the  Chicago 
project  felt  the  need  to  “mobilize  some  of  the 
resources  we  knew  we  as  a  community  had 
when  the  AIDS  crisis  hit,”  Lanoue  said, 
adding  that  cancer  activism  was  a  way  to 
work  on  “issues  that  are  likely  to  hit  closer  to 
home  in  terms  of  our  own  vulnerability  or 
our  lovers’  vulnerability.” 

“For  me  the  real  point  of  these  programs  is 
for  lesbians  to  focus  on  ourselves  —  to  take 
care  of  ourselves,”  Hester  said,  emphasizing 
that  women,  particularly  lesbians,  tend  to 
focus  on  the  caretaking  of  others  instead  of 
themselves. 

“Cancer  affects  more  lesbians  than  I  ever 
dreamed  possible,  unfortunately,”  Lanoue 
said,  adding  that  cancer  often  remains  a  hid¬ 
den  illness  among  lesbians  because  they 
don’t  seek  the  support  they  need.  “If  we  in 
any  way  make  any  lesbian  who  gets  diag¬ 
nosed  with  cancer  feel  less  isolated,”  she 
said,  “we’ll  be  doing  our  job.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


Rights 

Continued  from  page  6 

the  Ku  Klux  Klan  David  Duke,  who 
obtained  the  party’s  gubernatorial  nomina¬ 
tion  in  Louisiana  last  month. 

“David  Duke  is  saying  the  same  exact 
thing  as  Bush.  The  only  difference  is  that  he 
is  not  hiding  behind  the  presidency,”  Bertin 
asserted.  King  agreed.  “I  think  [Bush]  is 
proving  to  be  more  cynical  and  calculating 
than  even  his  worst  enemies  thought.” 

Bertin  credited  Republican  Sen.  John 
Danforth  of  Missouri,  however,  who  gained 
enough  Republican  support  to  override  a 
veto  of  the  legislation  and  who  convinced 
Bush  to  back  it  Bertin  said  the  fact  that  Bush 
was  up  against  a  powerful  senator  in  his  own 
party  was  another  factor  in  his  decision  to 
relent  on  the  bill.  “It  was  even-steven  and 
Bush  was  losing,”  she  said. 

King  said  that  like  the  Civil  Rights  and 
Women’s  Equity  Act,  Republican  support 
will  be  needed  in  order  for  the  federal  gay 
rights  bill  to  pass.  Noting  that  the  gay  rights 
bill  already  has  more  than  100  Congressional 
backers,  King  said  he  has  the  “ambitious 
goal”  of  seeing  it  pass  within  10  years.  But 
in  order  for  it  to  succeed,  he  said,  gay  and 
lesbian  activists  must  start  “treating  politics 
seriously.”  “If  we’re  going  to  win,"  he 
added,  “our  community  has  to  understand 
that  being  right  isn’t  enough.” 

—fled  from  Boston 


Bring  4  friends  to 
help  us  stuff  the  paper 
on  Friday  nights,  and 
we'll  disseminate 
your  political 
propaganda  for 

FREE 

Call  Dawn  or  Jake, 
426-4469  for  more 
details 


Reading  and 
Publication  Party  for 

The  Road  Before  Us: 

lOO  Black  Gay  Poets, 

edited  by  Assoto  Saint, 
published  by  Galiens  Press 


Wednesday  November  16th 

8:00  pm  -  10:00  pm 

Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center 
338  Newbury  Street,  Room  204 

Co-sponsored  by  Men  of  All  Colors  Together-Boston,  and  the 
Boston  Coalition  of  Black  Gays  and  Lesbians 


Give  gift  subscriptions  to 
Gay  Community  News 
th  is  holiday  season. 
Watch  for  special  values 
in  the  coming  weeks! 
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Talk  with  social  workers  from 
D.S.S.  and  a  private  agency,  a 
lawyer  from  GLAD,  and  lesbian 
and  gay  foster  parents  about 
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**/  How  to  Become  a  Foster 
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Parent  in  Massachusetts 
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Thursday,  November  7 
7:30pm 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
7  Haviland  Street 

(off  Mass.  Ave.  across  from  Berklee  College  of  Music) 


$5,  Wheelchair  accessible 

Co-Sponsored  by  Family  and  Parenting  Services 
of  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  and  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
For  more  information  call  Jenifer  Firestone  (617) 
267-0900  x282  or  Craig  Bailey  (617)  426-1350 
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Positively  Speaking: 

Tricking,  Dating  &  Mating 

A  workshop 

for  HIV  positive  gay  men. 


•  When  &  how  do  you  disclose  your  status? 

•  Is  sex  easy  to  find  -  but  love  impossible? 

•  Is  meeting  other  HIV  +  men  the  answer? 

•  How  do  you  feel  about  yourself 
&  the  men  you  meet? 

Join  other  HIV  positive  gay  men  to  discuss 
how  sex,  dating,  and  intimacy  are  affected 
by  being  HIV  positive. 

Saturday,  November  16, 1991 
10AM-4PM 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee 

131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor 
Boston 

Free  admission  but  space  is  limited. 

To  reserve  a  space,  please  call  (617)437-6200,  ext  499 

Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
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Times  are  tough  everywhere,  but 
especially  at  a  non-profit 
newspaper  like  GCN.  We  are 
struggling  to  preserve  our  voice, 
but  we  cannot  continue  without 
the  help  of  everyone  in  the 
community. 

Please  help  us  now,  as  much  as 
you  can.  Your  contribution, 
subscription  or  renewal  is  an 
investment  in  GCN,  the  only 
national  lesbian  and  gay  weekly. 

I  want  to  help  GCN\  Here  is  my  donation  of 

□  $20  □  $50  □  $100  □  $250  □  $ _ Other 

I  want  to  □  subscribe,  □  renew  for 

□  1  year  at  $39  □  2  years  at  $67  □  3  years  at  $95 

I  want  to  become  a  GCN  Sustainer  by  pledging 

at  least  $120  to  be  paid  in  □  1  □  2  □  3  □  4  installments 

between  now  and  December  1991.  Enclosed  is  $ _ 

Name _ _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ 

City _ _ _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone  Number  (  ) _ _ _ 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  GCN.  Mail  to:  GCN, 

62  Berkeley  St.  Boston,  MA  02116 
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INTO  THE  HABIT 
OF  SAVING 

^%WITH  A  HOME  ^ 
SUBSCRIPTION  TO 


□  1  year  (49  issues)  $39 

□  1  year ,  Instltututlonal  $55 

□  2  year  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  issues)  $95 

□  6  months  (25  issues  )  $25 

□  6  months,  low  Income  $14 


Name 


Address. 

City _ 

State 


-Zip. 


□  New  Subscription  □  Renewal 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 

Acct.#: _ 

Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount:  $ _ 

Signature: _ 


□  I  am  interested  in  GCN's  Sustained 
Program  (pledging  $120+/year) 

□  I  am  donating  $  toward  a  free 
sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 

order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 


□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to 

my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  mbscrlptloni,  add  50%  payabl*  with  a 
postal  monoyordar.  GCN's  subscription  rates 
are  for  within  the  U.S.  APO  4  FPO.  Amounts 
received  In  excess  of  the  subscription  price  will 
be  considered  donations.  GCN  Is  published  by 
the  non-profit ,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


Help  us  spread  the  word  by  seeding  a 
complimentary  copy  of  GCN  to: 


Name 


Address 

City _ 

State 

Zip 

. . 
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TALKING  PERSONALS 


YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


VISA  OR  MC-HAVE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  READY! 

1 -800-669-DATE 

$2/min  +500  service  charge  per  call-Touch-Tone  phone  required 


Gay  owned  and  operated.  More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  1803 


1  -900-407-3900 

Everywhere  $2/min. 

•  MUST  BE  18! 


•  Thousands  of  Voice  Ads 

•  Dozens  of  Categories 

•  Hot  Dates  and  Friends 

•  Phone  Numbers  OR  Voicemail 

•  WHY  SETTLE  FOR  LESS? 


©NEN,  Inc.,  1991  SI. 95  min 
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HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 


Personals 

Confessions 

Fantasies 


1  -900-FUN- 
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Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 
Private  mailboxes  $1.39  minu- 


IS  THIS  THE  RIGHT  PLACE 

for  a  GWM,  72,  living  on  the  southeast  coast, 
well-educated,  politically  left,  still  clicking, 
works  part  time,  owns  his  own  home,  to  find  him¬ 
self  a  mate?  If  you're  venturesome,  your  letter 
will  get  one  from  me.  GCN  Box  1 35  (23) 


Gay  man — kind,  honest,  witty,  out — looking  for 
same  for  monogamous  relationship.  I'm  31  and 
spend  lots  of  time  swimming,  reading,  writing, 
going  to  museums,  listening  to  music — especially 
Beethoven,  BartOk,  Coltraine  and  contemporary 
experimentalists.  I'm  a  vegetarian,  my  politics  to 
the  left,  and  I'm  active  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  To  me,  the  only  important  part  of 
your  ethnicity  and  religion  is  that  you're  proud  of 
them.  Idiosyncrasies  are  highly  encouraged.  Your 
response  will  surely  beget  mine.  GCN  Box  901. 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 

German  GM,  new  in  town,  seeks  real  friends  for 
talking,  listening,  movies,  dining,  fun  and  other 
social  events.  I  am  33,6’1",  brown  hair  and  mous¬ 
tache.  Call  262-1297 


We  knew  Zhang  in  China  '87-'88,  a  closeted 
Chinese  gay  man  (government  says  gays  don't 
exist).  Desperately  wants  to  come  to  U.S.,  geolo¬ 
gy  gradschool.  We  are  raising  money  for  him. 
Please  help  or  write.  Franny,  Friends  of  Zhang, 
Box  1 601  .Brookline,  MA  021 46  (23) 


Wanted:  pal  for  slow  and  easy  mirror  J.O.,  muscle 
comparisons,  even  kinky  scenes  like  self  S/M. 
“Ncr  inhibitions;  physical  contact  not,  per  se. 
Me:  Mid  '30's,  BB,  cut;  you:  muscled,  uncut. 
Smokers,  et  cetera  A++.  Photo!!  GCN  Box  923 


Announcements 


OUTWRITE  '92  IN  BOSTON 

OutWrite  '92  Planning  Committee  seeks  eager 
beavers  and  diligent  domo  homos  to  serve  on 
conference  working  groups.  OutWrite  '92,  the 
national  lesbian  and  gay  writer’s  conference,  will 
be  here  March  20-22, 1992  in  Boston  and  will  be 
co-sponsored  by  Out/Look  and  Gay  Community 
News. 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


SAVE  THE  CATS 

Desperately  seeking  home  for  2  adult  female 
(spayed)  Himalayans.  Affectionate  and  lovable 
and  free.  Must  give  up  for  health  reasons — mine, 
not  theirs.  Help!  They  don't  deserve  the  Animal 
Shelter.  242-4807.  (15) 


Forthcoming  Canadian  anthology:  Bloodlines: 
Writings  by  Lesbian  Sisters.  Send  writing  about 
you  and  your  lesbian  sister(s)  and/or  queries  to: 
Jan  &  Lynn  Andrews,  Editors,  P.O.  Box  4273, 
Stn.  E,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  K1S 
5B3 — before  January  31st,  1992.  (16) 


Help  Wanted 


DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR 

The  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force  and  the 
NGLTF  Policy  Institute  work  for  civil  rights 
through  educatoin,  organizing,  lobbying  and 
direct  action.  Combined  budget  is  1.2  million. 
Requirements:  5+  years  experience  in  non-profit 
fundraising;  major  donor,  planned  living,  founda¬ 
tion  and  corporate  grantwriting  programs;  budget 
development;  staff  supervision;  event  manage¬ 
ment;  excellent  oral  and  written  skills.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  EOE.  Resume, 
regerences,  and  salary  requirements  by  10/31/91 
to:  Development  Search,  NGLTF,  1734  14th 
Street  NW  Washington  DC  20009-4309.  (16) 


DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR 

National  social  change  foundation  seeks  highly 
motivated  individual  to  coordinate  all  aspects  of 
fundraising.  Needs  experience  with  individual 
donors,  particularly  major  gift  solicitation,  excel¬ 
lent  writing  skills,  and  management  experience. 
Competitive  salary,  benefits.  Women,  people  of 
color,  gay  men  and  lesbians  encouraged  to  apply. 
Deadline:  December  1,  1991.  Starting  date  flexi¬ 
ble.  For  job  description,  or  to  apply,  write: 
Funding  Exchange,  666  Broadway,  #500,  New 
York,  NY  10012.  (18) 


ASSOCIATE  COORDINATOR 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  seeks  3/5 
time  Associate  Coordinator  for  its  Free  My 
People  youth  leadership  development/social 
change  program  based  in  Roxbury.  Requires 
demonstrated  commitment  to  youth  empower¬ 
ment,  expecially  young  African-American 
women;  group  facilitation  and  personal  counsel¬ 
ing  skills;  organizational  skills.  Submit  resume 
and  letter  of  interest  by  11/22  to  :  FMP  Search 
Committee,  2161  Mass.  Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140.  AFSC  is  an  AA/EO  employer  and  encour¬ 
ages  applications  from  women,  people  of  color, 
gay  and  lesbian  people,  people  with  disabilities, 
and  ex -prisoners.  Applications  will  be  considered 
on  the  basis  of  qualifications.  (16) 

PART-TIME  ADMIN.  ASSISTANT 

Am  Tikva,  Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Jews,  seeks  a  part-time  Administrative 
Assistant.  Organizational,  office  and  good  inter¬ 
personal  skills  required.  Word  processing  and 
computer  knowledge  helpful.  Flexible  hours,  8-10 
hrs/week.  Send  resume  to  Am  Tikva,  P.O.Box  11, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238.  No  phone  calls  please. 


Services 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  (, optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25?,  business  ads  35? 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  250  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  350  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch, _ indies  x  $15 

TOTAL 


CATEGORY 


□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

$ 

'□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

% 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

$ 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

% 

□ 

SERVICES 

□ 

RIDES 

$ 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


We  want 
it  hard 

WE  HAVE  ALL  THE 
SOFTWARE  WE  NEED, 
BUT  WE  COULD  USE 
SOME  MAC  AND  BM 
COMPUTER  HARDWARE. 

Have  you  upgraded  your 
system?  Can  t  find  a  use  for  your 
Mac  Plus?  Other  computer 
equipment?  Maybe  you  just  feel 
generous?  Why  not  make  a  tax- 
deductible  contribution  to 
Gay  Community  News. 

Call  426-4469. 


•  bnxvmtiAL  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

_ ...v.- . 

Coput  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 

Health  wsubakce  accepted 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Rcprescntaiion  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Praciticc  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 
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Roommates 


TRY  GCN> S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and  house¬ 
mate  ads  that  are  prepaid 
for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


TWO  NICE  GIRLS 

and  our  charming  cats  seek  groovy  dyke  to  share 
our  veggie,  easygoing  houshold.  Sunny,  beautiful 
bedroom,  close  to  T  and  bicycle  path.  We're 
political,  independent  dykes  in  a  warm,  commu¬ 
nicative  home.  Call  524-2952.  Rent  is  a  low,  low 
$216+. 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including  utili¬ 
ties.  665-6082  (10) 


BROCKTON  AREA 

Professional  GM  seeks  roommate  to  share  2-bed¬ 
room  home.  New  kitchen,  W/W,  A/C,  DW,  W/D, 
security  deposit  and  references.  (508)  238-9753 

(15) 


QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

We're  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friendly  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 


EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs,  mini¬ 
mum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$366+,  643-2426. 


BRIGHAM  CIRCLE  HARVARD  MED  AREA 

2  professional  GM  seek  3rd  to  share  3  bedroom. 
Beautiful,  fully  rennovated,  with  hardwood 
floors,  washer/dryer,  dishwasher,  modem  bath, 
huge  eat-in  kitchen,  large  sunny  living  room,  ceil¬ 
ing  fans.  2  minute  walk  to  T,  shopping,  etc.  $350 
a  month+  in  friendly,  residential  neighborhood. 
731-2205.  (17) 


WALK  TO  RIVER  &  RED  LINE 

GM,  SF,  SM  seek  F,  25+  for  Cambridgeport  semi¬ 
coop  home.  Share  warmth,  humor,  left  &  feminist 
politics,  food,  some  meals.  W/D,  deck, porch,  1 
cat,  no  more  please.  No  smoke.  $305+.  Available 
now.  354-6740.  (14) 


BIG  HOUSE/SEMI-COOP 

in  Cambridgeport,  near  T.  imagine-your  very  own 
big,  sunny  room  and  study  for  the  low  price  of 
$2861  (only  one  condition-  you  must  be  a  respon¬ 
sible/fun  LF)  2  LFs  with  a  dog  &  a  cat  await  your 
call,  evenings  at  661-6771.  (hrsh) 


PONDSIDE  J.P. 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  big  beautiful  apt.  Friendly, 
independent  house;  porches,  w/d,  parking.  Two 
rooms  of  your  own  wired  for  private  phone.  No 
smokers,  no  pets.  $365+.  Avail.  Nov.  or  Dec.  1. 
522-9760  (16) 


SOBER  ROOMATE  WANTED  12/1 

GM  28  and  friendly  housecat  seek  L  or  GM  to 
share  spacious  apt.  on  Cambridge/Belmont  line. 
Near  bus.  7  min.  ride  to  Harvard  Sq.  No 
alcohol/drugs/"trick  traffic."  1  am  smoker  (rigs. 
OK).  12-steppers  esp.  welcome.  Call  Michael 
484-1389  leave  msg.  $325  plus  1/2  utils.  (17) 


ALLSTON 

4  Queer  Ls  seeking  2  more  to  share  sober,  semi¬ 
coop,  no  hassle  household.  Near  T  and  bus.  230 
and  254/mnth  +  utl.  254-0448  (16) 


FUN,  FRIENDLY  APT  IN  J.P. 

1  LF,  1  BiF  seek  1  LF  for  progressive,  semi-coop, 
veggie  apt  $250+  4  blks  from  T,  3  blks  from 
Centre  St.  Lots  of  commonspace,  yard,  driveway, 
sm.  porch.  We  are  non-smoke,  sober,  fun.  522- 
9351  (10) 


2BDR  IN  NE  LYNN 

Bright  3rd  floor  condo.  Skylights,  1200  sq  ft. 
Quiet  residential  area,  1/2  mile  to  beach.  $450/mo 
available  now.  66 1  -6999.  (17) 


MELVILLE  PARK 

2LF  seek  4th.  GM,  seek  1  more.  LR,  Dr  sunrm, 
porch,  mega  yard,  BIG  bedrm.  Near  T.  $325+. 
825-2722  (14) 


GREAT  HOME 

2  LFs  and  dog  seek  L  to  share  friendly,  comfort¬ 
able  house  with  yard  in  Somerville.  5  min.  walk 
to  Davis  Sq  and  T.  No  smoke,  drugs,  min.  alco¬ 
hol.  $323  +,  776-6612  (18) 


WALK  TO  RIVER  &  RED  UNE 

GM,  SF,  SM  seek  F,  25+  for  Cambridgeport  semi¬ 
coop  home.  Share  warmth,  humor,  left  &feminist 
politics,  food,  some  meals.  W/D,  deck,  porch,  1 
cat,  no  more  please.  No  smoke.  $305+.  354-0748. 


Apartments 


Trees,  view,  breezes,  sunlight,  hardwood,  offstreet 
parking.  Quiet  neighborhood  near  T.  One  bed¬ 
room  apartment  $485  including  all  utilities. 
Drugfree  women  and  gay  house.  436-2583.  (19) 


CALL  828-5416 

Must  see!  Mattapan  3-fam.  apartments.  Pets  pos¬ 
sible.  2  BR.  $650  heat  included.  (18) 


DOR/ASHMONT 

3br.2  bath,  2nd  fl.  New  kitchen,  paint,  w/d  hook¬ 
up  avail  11/10  288-1191  (17) 


SPACIOUS  WATERTWON  APT 

Beautiful  2  bdr.  in  2-family  gay  owned  house; 
large  LR  w/frplce;  DR,  big  kitchen,  screen  porch, 
yard/garden,  Nov  20,  A825  924-6204  (18) 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health,  femi¬ 
nist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and 
political  work  among  working,  disabled,  incarcer¬ 
ated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of  color,  les¬ 
bians  and  women  from  every  continent  $15/11 
issues 


The  American 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Atheist 

for  a  free  sample  copy  um  te: 

AGLA,PO  Box  66711, 
Houston,  TX  77266-6711 
Dial-a-Gay  Atheist  (713)  880-4242 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that’s  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES ,  2040  N. 
Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or  subscribe 
toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  435- 
0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELlaOW  m 
?S  PAGES  |AJ 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bare, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  lo  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  (or  all  US  Stales, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
lus  nationwide  resources  including 
eadquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mall  order  companies, 
etc  SI  2.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
AZ.  AR,  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA.  MS,  MO,  NM.  NC. 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA. 

$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME,  MA.  NH,  OH, 

PA,  Rl,  VT,  WV.  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NE W  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 
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Vacations 


For  Sale 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  1 00  moun¬ 
tain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts,  peace 
&  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vacation  choice! 
Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater  nearby. 
Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box 
118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.l9j.l6) 


Massage 


FULL  BODY 

Swedish  massage  for  relief  of  all  tensions  by 
young  Black  male,  22,  with  strong,  caring  hands. 
Call  Richard,  Beacon  Hill:  (617)  742-2416.  (27) 


Movers 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


MOUTH  FULL 

T-shirt  says  it  all.  Size  M-L-XL.  Only  $14.95. 
Order  by  December  2  for  Guaranteed  Christmas 
delivery.  Check  or  M/O.  Bizall  1128  P.V.  Rd. 
#205  Dept-11  Cleveland,  Ohio  44134-6711.  (18) 


In  Charles  Town.  3  rental  units.  Superb 
Neighborhood.  Excellent  parking.  Convenient  to 
public  trans.  $215,000.  Call  241-5556.  (14) 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

Everything  from  TV's  to  sneaks  and  socks  whole¬ 
sale  prices,  Free  brochure.  Inside  Shopper,  21 9P 
Beilin  Road,  Suite  185,  Cherry  Hill,  NJ  08034 

(27) 


GCN'S  FAX 

(617)  424-2723 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Just  a  reminder  to  prisoners  who  send  in 
ads — we  are  about  a  month  behind.  Please 
don’t  feel  ignored — we’re  trying  to  make 
sure  everyone  gets  a  chance  to  get  a  pen  pal. 
[  know  the  wait  is  long — sorry  for  the 
delay! 


New  (old)  paper  available  (free  to 
prisoners)  called  Resistance.  It's  a  Canadian 
newspaper  which  is  covering  the  debates  or 
anarchists  and  other  radicals  in  Canada,  as 
well  as  coverage  of  the  Native  struggle,  and 
the  changing  political  situation.  For  info., 
write  to  Resistance,  c/o  Friends  of  Durutti, 
Box  790,  Stn  A,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V6C2N6 


Anyone  who  wants  penpals  in  Greece,  an 
organization  called  Sarakinos  Help  By 
Correspondence  Foundation  has  many 
retired  people  who  have  free  time  and  want 
to  write  prisoners.  Their  address  is  61 
Antistaseos  Str.,  152  31  Athens,  Greece 


['m  a  Bi  male,  24  years  old,  6'2,  200  lbs. 
brownish  blond  hair,  with  big  bedroom  eyes 
of  blue,  and  very  muscular.  I  have  been  in 
prison  from  the  age  of  21  years  old  and  will 
be  getting  out  in  about  18  months  or  less.  I 
would  love  to  have  someone  to  write  who  is 
caring  and  understanding.  I'm  very  much 
into  weight  lifting  and  other  sports.  I  love  to 
read  books.  Jesse  Adams,  #086884  #R-21, 
Apalachee,  Correctional  Institution,  P.O. 
Box  #699-W-Sneads,  Florida  32460 


Lonesome  63,  183  lbs,  blonde,  green  eyed, 
good  looking  guy  seeking  correspondence 
with  someone  special.  Gay  since  I  was  14 
years  old.  Hobbies:  beach  action, 
swimming,  tennis,  bicycling.  “Gemini  60s 
baby.”  Michael  Bell  #486553,  P.O.  Box 
110-1267,  Avon  Park,  FL,  33825-1100 


Lonely  prisoner  in  need  of  correspondence. 
Richard  Rodgerson,  #592499,  P.O.  Box  16 
Eastham  Unit,  Lovelady,  TX  75851.  Will 
answer  all  replies. 


GWM  age  23  seeks  friendship  with  honest 
people.  Color  doesn’t  matter!  Can't  write 
other  prisoners.  David  Houpt,  B-103021, 
P.O.  Box  158,  #1077  Marion  Correctional 
Institution  Rowell,  Fla.  32663 


GM,  32,  175  lbs.,  blonde  hair,  blue  eyes, 
serving  two  consecutive  Life  Without 
Mercy  sentences.  Would  really  like  to  hear 
from  friendly  people  as  I  just  recently  lost 
my  partner.  I  luv  to  read,  paint,  have  an  AA 
in  Applied  Science  specializing  in  Law.  I'd 
also  like  to  hear  from  groups  who  can  help 
me  form  an  AIDS  awareness  program  here. 
Please  write  to  Mark  Parker,  #11069,  818 
Jefferson  Ave.,  Moundsville,  WV,  26041. 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

Bulldozer/PNS  is  seeking  submissions 
(articles,  poetry,  artwork,  etc.)  for  a  special 
supplement  on  women's  issues.  Deadline 
mid-December  1991.  Send  submissions  to: 
Prison  News  Service,  P.O.  Box  5052,  Sm. 
A,  Toronto,  Ont.  Canada,  M5W  1W4 


I  love  rock-n-roll  music.  Drawing  and  art. 
33  years  old.  Brown  hair  and  eyes.  5'4  and 
slender.  14  months  to  go  and  looking  to 
start  a  new  life!  Aggressive.  Venus  Hooper 
W15493,  Wilson  B  957  Frontera,  Calif., 
91720 

GWM,  I  go  by  Fay.  I'm  20.  I'm  getting  out 
soon.  I  love  older  men  who  care  and  will 
take  care  of  me.  I  will  do  anything  for  a 
man.  Ray  Barnes,  #40851,  Rt.  2,  Box  2222, 
Mineral  Point,  Mo.  63660 

GWM  20  wishes  to  hear  from  ofher  gay 
males  18-25.  True  friends  are  hard  to  find 
especially  in  prison.  Are  you  tired  of  all  the 
games,  then  write  me.  J.  Ortiz  Box  208, 
Indian  Springs,  NV  89079 


I'm  31  yrs.  old,  5' 1 1 ,  171  lbs.,  dark 
complexion,  perfect  health,  D.O.B.  3-9-60, 
my  release  date  is  set  for  April  1992,  some 
six  months  and  days  away.  I'd  like  to  meet 
some  lonely  or  not  lonely  gay  person  who  is 
getting  out  shortly,  or  is  already  out  who  is 
looking  for  a  man  to  share  a  life  time 
relationship  with.  I'm  also  honest, 
understandable,  caring,  trustworthy,  and 
easy  to  fall  in  love.  Poterfield  Stokes,  E7- 
159596,  C-2  #49,  GSP,  HCOl,  Reidsville, 
GA,  30499-001 


I'm  a  GWM,  18,  5'4,  bm  hair,  soft  blue  eyes 
and  “bottoms  up.”  I  want  to  hear  from  all 
you  well  built,  heavy  hung  men  so  I  can 
“get  down”  with  you  in  every  way.  I'm  sooo 
hot,  thinking  about  your  throbbing  cock  in 
my  hot  mouth  makes  me  cum.  I'll  share 
loads  of  steamy  fantasies  with  you.  Write 
me.  Junior  Trail,  818  Jefferson  Avenue, 
Moundsville,  WV,  26041 


I'm  5'9,  180  lbs.  Black  man  with  brown 
eyes.  I  like  to  write  poetry.  32  years  old, 
would  like  to  hear  from  a  TV  or  TS,  or 
anyone  who  is  sincere  and  don't  play 
games.  Race  doesn't  matter,  and  it  won't  be 
a  let  down.  Charles  Brown,  88-A-4864,  PO 
Box  149,  Attica,  New  York  14011 


I’m  very  lonely  and  would  like  to  have 
someone  to  share  my  life  with,  friendship  or 
love.  I  love  to  write  and  will  answer  all. 
Your  photo  gets  mine.  Age  not  important.  I 
am  20  years  old.  I  know  there  is  someone 
out  there  for  me.  Please  write  Wayne  Smith, 
362246-927,  Box  158,  Lowell,  FL  23663 


GM  29,  5*11, 175  lbs.  seeks  correspondence 
in  free  world  for  a  long  lasting 
friendship/companion  to  help  pass  this 
loneliness  of  prison.  I'm  free  in  spirit,  caged 
up  like  a  bird  at  the  present.  If  you  are 
willing  to  put  forth  an  effort  to  gain  a  friend 
and  will  try  a  long  shot,  you'll  never  find  a 
more  true  friend.  Age/race  unimportant. 
J.W.  Fitzgerald,  #98743,  EKCC  D-Y,  P.O. 
Box  636  W.  Liberty,  KY.  41472 


GM  seeks  friendship  and  love.  Would  like 
honest  relationship.  I  like  to  exercise,  laugh 
and  enjoy  life.  Out  date  in  1994.  D.O.B.  6- 
1-70.  Steven  Beach  #1006514,  Hunt 
Correctional  Center-Beaver  One,  P.O.  Box 
174,  St.  Gabriel,  LA,  70776 


9  Saturday,  Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Catie  Curtis  in  concert. 

Singer/Songwriter  Catie  Curtis  performs  as  a  benefit  for 
Gay  Community  News.  All  welcome.  8  pm  at  Crone’s 
Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  For  info  983-9530. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  Is  not  wheelchair  acces¬ 
sible  ancVor  sign  language  Interpreted.  Please  use 
our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings,  Including  time, 
date,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  All  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  In  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  In  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

2  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Taking  the  Test,"  a  workshop  for  gay 
men  who  are  thinking  about  taking  the  HlV-antlbody 
test.  Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION'Committee. 
1 :00-4:30pm  at  131  Clarendon  St.,  4th  fl.  Info;  437- 
6200  X  499. 

Cambridge  ♦  Adult  Children  of  Heterosexuals, 
Boston's  leading  (and  possibly  only)  hard-edge 
cabaret  band  returns  to  Nlghtstage.  8:00  pm.  $10. 
Also  appearing  Tlgresa. 

Boston  ♦  Suffolk  Student  Theatre  presents  Harvey 
Rersteln's  "On  Tidy  Endings,"  part  of  his  “safe  sex" 
trilogy  and  David  Kranes  “Cantrell",  two  one-act 
plays  at  8  pm  at  the  C.  Walsh  Theatre  at  Suffolk 
University,  55  Temple  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  Info:  573- 
8282.  Free. 

Boston  ♦  The  Newbury  Street  Theater  opens  Its 
17th  season  with,  “I  read  about  my  death  In  Vogue 
magazine,  1991"  by  Lydia  Sargent.  8:00  pm  through 
Dec.  14  at  565  Boylston  Street  In  Copley  Square. 
Tickers:  $10.  Thursday  night:  pay  what  you  can.  For 
Info:  628-6133. 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth)  will  be  holding  its  11th  Annual 
Halloween  Dance  at  Hill  House,  74  Joy  Street, 
Beacon  Hill  9-12:30  am.  For  more  info,  cal  1-800- 
42-BAGLY  EXT.  3006. 

New  Hampshire  ♦  Monadnock  Gay  Men  (MGM) 
does  Halloween  at  Earle's.  Halloween  celebration 
beginning  with  a  cocktail  hour  from  6-7.  The  fun 
continues  on  and  there  will  be  prizes  for  the  most 
outrageous  costumes.  (Remeber,  less  is  more!) 
This  year's  theme  -  Leather  8  Lace.  More  Info:  (603) 
352-7922. 

Boston  ♦  The  Design  Industries  Foundation  for 
AIDS  (DIFFA/ Boston-Providence)  and  The  NAMES 
Fund  for  AIDS  Services  present  "A  Celebration  for 
Life."  Reception,  dinner  and  performance  at  the  new 
home  of  the  Boston  Ballet,  19  Clarendon  Street, 
Boston,  7:00  PM  with  reception  and  dinner,  culmi¬ 
nating  with  a  concert  by  Tony  Nominee  cabaret  star 
Karen  Akers.$250, $125.  For  Info  787-0554. 

Somerville  ♦  LIBANA  In  concert  at  the  Somerville 
Theatre.  8:00  pm.  $15. 

Cambridge  ♦  Back  Alley  Theater  presents  “The 
Ideal  Husband"  by  Oscar  Wilde.  Through  Sat.,  Nov. 
30.  $15.  For  Info:  576-1253. 

Seattle,  WA  ♦  Alice  B.  Theatre  presents  award-win¬ 
ning  "Belle  Reprieve".  Opens  Nov.  2  through  Nov. 
24  at  the  Theatre  Off  Jackson,  409  7th  Ave  S. 

Boston  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse  featuring  Laura 
Wood.  7:00  pm.  $6.  At  the  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street.  More  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Media  Action  will  host  regional 
conference:  "All  the  news  that's  fit  to  omit:  Exposing 
media  disinformation."  Mass.  College  of  Art. 
Huntington  Ave.  (In  the  Tower  bldg.)  Start  Nov.  2 
through  Nov.  9.  More  Info:  492-8399  or  787-6809. 

3  Sunday 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva,  Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews,  will  hold  an  afternoon 
Authors'  Reading  with  Am  Tkva  members  and  their 
published  works.  2  pm  at  Workmen's  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  Street  In  Brookline.  Refreshments  will  be 
served.  More  Info:  926-2536. 

Boston  ♦  The  Flirtations  at  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  The  workfs  most  famous  openly 
gay,  politically  active  a  cappella  group.  6  8  8  pm. 
For  Info:  (617)  536-0966. 

Boston  ♦  David  Scondras  speaks  about  ‘The  real 
state  of  the  city*  at  The  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  565  Boylston  Street  (Copley  Square).  7:30 
to  10:30  pm. 

4  Monday 

Amherst  ♦  KALEIDESCOPE,  a  group  for  older  les¬ 
bians,  gays,  bisexuals  and  friends  In  the  Pioneer 
Valley,  holds  its  monthly  meeting  at  6:30  pm  at  the 
Bangs  Community  Center  on  Boltwood  Walk.  Info: 
(413)  525-2188.  Or  write  to  KALEIDESCOPE, 
P.O.Box  1123,  Greenfield.  MA  01302. 

Cambridge  ♦  Kate  Rushln  poetry  reading  at  the 
Gilman  Room,  Agassiz  Theatre,  Radclitfe. 
Sponsored  by  the  Harvard  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Caucus.  8:00  pm,  reception  to  follow.  Free. 

Boston  ♦  The  Committee  on  Les/Gay/BI  Issues, 
NASW  (Mass.  Chapter)  Invites  all  Interested  social 
workers  and  social  work  students — particularly  bl- 
Identlfled — to  a  bisexuality  discussion  (Including 
resource  sharing  and  clinical  Issues)  with  Woody 
Glenn  of  the  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network.  For 
more  llnfo  and  local IorV carpooling:  Meryl  964-3448. 
To  get  on  mailing  list:  NASW,  227-9635  days. 

5  Tuesday 

Newton  ♦  Lesbian  school  teachers/administrators 
pot  luck,  6:30  pm.  Info:  (617)  492-1822. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  at 
Lindemann  Center,  25  Stanlford  St.  "10  years: 
Where  do  we  go  from  here?"  8-10  pm.  Free.  For 


Info:  (617)  742-7897. 

6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Incest  Survivors  Thlnktank:  7:15-9:15 
pm  at  the  Cambridge  Women's  Center.  Topic: 
“Incest  In  the  Media."  Info:  354-8807. 

7  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  Essex  Hemphill  will  read  from  his 
forthcoming  book  “Ceremonies"  at  7  pm  in  room  6- 
120,  MIT  campus.  Info:  253-3599. 

Boston  ♦  "How  to  Become  a  Foster  Parent  In 
Massachusetts,"  forum  co-sponsored  by  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  and  Gay/Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  featuring  social  workers 
from  the  Department  of  Social  Services,  a  private 
foster  placement  agency,  a  lawyer  from  GLAD,  and 
a  panel  of  lesbian  and  gay  foster  parents.  7:30  pm 
at  FCHC,  7  Havlland  Street.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
$5.  For  Info:  267-0900  x282. 

Boston  ♦  The  Financial  Costs/Benefits  of  Hiring 
Older  Workers.  4-6  pm  at  the  World  Trade  Center, 
Harborview  2.  For  Info:  439-5580. 

Quincy  ♦  "Numb:  Teenage  Depression  and 
Suicide."  This  film  elaborates  on  the  many  stressors 
that  are  part  of  the  adolescent  experience  from  the 
perspective  of  a  16  year  old.  Facilitator:  Brian 
Murphy,  LICSW.  7:00  pm.  Call  now  to  reserve 
place.  (617)  786-0137. 

Boston  ♦  "Herbal  Therapies  of  HIV."  with  acupunc¬ 
turist  Terry  Courtney.  At  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  7  Havlland  St..  Boston.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Sponsored  by  FCHC's  Living  Well 
Series.  Free.  No  registration  required.  267-0900 
x287. 

8  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  Planned  Parenthood  League  of  Mass, 
sponsored  training  "Current  Strategies  for  Teaching 
Sex  Ed."  Also  held  on  11/9.  9-6  pm  and  9-1  pm.  Fee 
Is  $160.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive.  Pre-registration 
encouraged.  Call  Jennifer  Davis  at  492-0518. 

Newburyport  ♦  Jazz,  Tap  8  Christian  Polls'  Ariel,  a 
Dance  Theatre  performs  to  benefit  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (P-FLAG).  Tickets 
$10  in  advance,  $12  at  door.  7:00  and  9:00  pm. 
Info:  (508)  465-5198. 

Boston  ♦  "The  Children's  Hour"  part  of  the  Friday 
Night  Video  Series  at  the  G/L  Community  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.,  7:00.  $2  suggested  donation. 

Cambridge  ♦  A  Jump  Start  for  Women  In  Social 
Change:  An  Empowerment  Workshop.  6:30-10:00 
pm,  Saturday  10:00  am  to  5:00  pm,  Sunday  1:00 
pm  to  5:00  pm.  The  Women's  School  at  the 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St,  near  Central 
Square.  Free  of  charge.  To  register,  please  call  354- 
8807.  For  info:  648-9334. 

9  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  “Dancing  In  Time",  third  annual  dance-a- 
thon  to  benefit  AIDS  ACTION  Committee.  6-11  pm 
In  the  Ballroom  of  the  Hynes  Convention  Center. 
Info:  266-6906. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Catie  Curtis  In  concert.  A  Gay 
Community  News  benefit.  8  pm  at  Crone's  Harvest, 
761  Centre  St.  Info:  983-9530. 

Dorchester  ♦  The  Strand  Theatre  and  Mike  Kaliskl 
presents  “Camp  Logan",  a  play  based  on  the  1917 
mutiny,  court-martials,  and  execution  of  19  Black 
soldiers  of  the  24th  Infacntry  Regiment.  8:00  pm 
$12  ($8  for  children,  students  and  seniors),  Info: 
282-8000. 

Allston  ♦  "Classic  Fllms-Drug  Propaganda"  featur¬ 
ing  “Assassin  of  Youth"  (1935),  Maya  Deren's 
“Meshes  of  The  Afternoon"  (1943), 
Education/Propaganda  Shorts  at  The  Primal 
Plunge.  107  Brighton  Ave.,  Allston.  Info:  Patrick 
McCabe  547-7320  or  the  Plunge  787-1318.  $5. 

1 0  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  “We  Are  All  Veterans,"  James  C.  Casterts 
will  speak  at  The  Community  Church  of  Boston 
Community  Church  Center,  565  Boylston  St. 
(Copley  Square).  11:00  am.  Free. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Leslea  Newman,  author  of  ‘Sweet, 
Dark  Places,"  will  be  reading  8  signing  her  work  at 
Crone's  Harvest.  3-5  pm. 

1 2  Tuesday 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Louise  Wlsechlld,  author  of  the 
‘Obsidian  Mirrlr"  and  “She  Who  Is  Lost  Is 
Remembered,"  will  be  reading  8  signing  her  work. 
All  women  welcome.  Please  respect  women's 
space.  7:30  pm. 

Northampton  ♦  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual  Community 
Meeting.  7:00  pm.  Wright  Hall,  Smith  College, 
■Report  on  Pride  Events  and  Organizational 
Structure  from  Around  the  Country."  Wheelchair 
accessible/ASL  Interpreters  available. 

Lincoln  ♦  Healing  Service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS. 
7:30  pm.  St.  Anne's  In-The-Flelds,  147  Concord 
Road  (Route  126).  Info:  (617)  628-7665. 

Boston  ♦  Star  Share,  a  fundraising  program  to  ben¬ 
efit  the  Elizabeth  Stone  House,  through  Nov.  14. 
Five  percent  of  total  purchase  will  be  donated  by 
Star  Market  to  the  Stone  House.  Info:  522-3417. 

1 3  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  "Coping  with  the  Holidays"  at  the  Paulist 
Center,  5  Park  Street.  7:00  pm.  Individuals  who  face 
Illness  and/or  loss  during  the  holidays.  Sponsored 
by  the  AIDS  OiX reach  Group  of  the  Paulist  Center. 
Info:  (617)  742-4460. 


Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance  Invites 
all  gay  men,  lesbians  and  bisexuals  of  Cambridge  to 
the  next  general  meeting.  7-9  pm.  Cambridge 
Rindge  8  Latin  School,  Media  Cafeteria.  Info:  876- 
3874,  or  868-1693. 

Cambridge  ♦  "A  League  of  Their  Own"  and  "Tiny 
Ruby."  7:00  pm.  The  Powers  Room,  The 
Schlesinger  Library,  Radcllffe  College.  Info:  497- 
4037. 

14  Thursday 

Portland,  ME  ♦  “Common  Decency:  A  New 
Christian  Sexual  Ethics’.  7:30  pm,  third  floor  confer¬ 
ence  room,  Portland  Public  Library. 

Boston  ♦  “Women  on  Women:  How  do  women  In 
the  media  cover  women  in  politics  and  women's 
Issues?"  at  the  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7:00  pm. 
$5  donation  suggested.  Refreshments.  Info:  552- 
4435. 

Boston  ♦  “Monitoring,  Treating  and  Preventing 
AIDS-Related  Opportunistic  Infections:  What  are  the 
Standards  of  Care?."  At  the  John  Hancock 
Conference  Center,  2nd  floor.  40  Trinity  Place, 
Boston. No  registration  required.  Info:  267-0900 
x287. 

Quincy  ♦  "Whatever  happened  to  Joe?"  film  at 
Mass  Bay  Counseling,  44  Billings  Road.  7:00  pm. 
Call  now  to  reserve  place  786-0137. 

15  Friday 

Boston  ♦  For  lesbians  and  single  heterosexual 
women  Interested  In  alternative  insemination,  a 
three  hour  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  7  Havlland  Street.  6:00 
pm.  $75.00  for  a  woman  and  her  support  person. 
More  info:  267-0900  Ext.  282. 

Boston  ♦  “Victim."  Part  of  the  Friday  night  video 
series  at  the  G/L  Community  Center,  338  Newbury 
St.  7:00  pm  $2  suggested  donation. 

Boston  ♦  Parent  support  workshops  for  parents  In 
multiracial  families.  $10-$12  per  session.  Childcare 
Is  available  at  nominal  fee.  To  register,  call  Families 
First  at  The  Children's  Museum:  (617)  426-6500 
X272. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also:  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
MHC;  Wed.  6:45pm.  at  Hatch  Shell;  Sun.  3:00pm.  at 
Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sara  524-4025. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-ln  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrldeTIme — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoln.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sporls.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleyball  6  p.m.  Ill  dark.  $1 .  Info:  Steph  625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
work-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Info: 
767-0449  or  282-3110. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women.  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  ChHtem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 


Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location.  Local  26,  62  Berkeley,  3rd  Floor. 
7:00pm. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  ‘Between  Takes."  Often  a  gl  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  tor 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 
Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Long  wood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Women  In  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  introductory  workshops.  6:00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Call  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  for  info. 

Cambridge  ♦  Job  search  support  group.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  AFAnon.  Wheelchair  accessF 
ble.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  AlHance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+. 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meet6  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Boltwood  Wak.  Info: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  green  and  Back  Bay/South  End  Orange  T 
stations).  Info:  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA's  HIV+  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Line  Station.  Info:  666-4130. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  tor  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grlr  Bos.  rink.  Info: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Fridays 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Sate  Sex  Brigade  and  Antl-L/G/B 
Violence  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  steps  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  and  Sunday  nights  at 
11:30  p.m.  through  Labor  Day.  Info:  ACT  UP  (508) 
487-2063. 


Hindsights 


Strangers  on  a  bus 

Eight  women  on  the  road  in  Cynthia  Scott’s 
Strangers  in  Good  Company 


From  Strangers  in  Good  Company 


Strangers  in 
Good  Company 

Directed  by  Cynthia  Scott.  At  the 
Brattle  Theater,  Cambridge,  Nov.  1-7 

Reviewed  by  Loie  Hayes 

trongers  in  Good  Company  is  a  char¬ 
acter  study  of  seven  old  women  (69- 
88  years  old)  and  one  younger  (32). 
The  women  are  touring  remote  dirt  roads  in 
Quebec  when  their  bus  breaks  down.  The 
nearest  help  is  a  20-mile  walk  and  the  young 
woman’s  sprained  ankle  has  her  using  a  cane 
like  the  least  hearty  of  the  bunch.  Over  the 
next  three  days  they  find  ways  to  survive  and 
thrive. 

Strangers  is  full  of  wonderful  moments, 
both  comic  and  poignant.  Constance  sits 
alone  in  an  abandoned  farmhouse.  The  cam¬ 
era  close-up  captures  the  remarkable  beauty 
of  her  face,  just  as  it  also  shows  her  decades 
of  grief  and  a  new,  more  pressing  fear  of  her 
present  predicament.  She  reaches  for  her 
wrist  and  we  try  to  sense  a  survivor’s  pulse. 
Constance  reminds  me  of  my  grandmother 
who  spent  the  last  of  her  eight-plus  decades 
anticipating  death.  Those  who  know  some¬ 
thing  of  this  gnawing  debate  between  persis¬ 
tence  and  fatigue — including  people  with 
AIDS  and  their  friends — will  see  a  reflection 
of  their  experience  in  Constance’s  face.  Her 
struggle  to  face  death  gives  the  film  its  dra¬ 
matic  core. 

Aside  from  Constance,  this  is  an  amazing¬ 
ly  lively  group.  Cissy  is  a  gem  of  a  scene- 
stealer,  all  wide  eyes  and  wide  grins.  Winni 
tells  a  dirty-old-lady  joke  and  leads  an  exer¬ 
cise  session.  Card  games  are  boisterous  and  a 
cappella  '40s  tunes  lead  to  swing  dancing.  In 
the  morning  they  laugh  about  all  the  pills 
they  have  to  take. 

All  of  the  women  in  Strangers  give  perfor¬ 
mances  that  are  startlingly  fresh  and  unsenti¬ 
mental,  no  small  wonder  in  this  land  of  life 
imitating  Hollywood.  The  characters’  back¬ 
grounds  were  based  on  the  real  lives  of  the 
actresses,  all  amateurs  found  by  the  directors 
mostly  in  retirement  homes.  When  they  talk 
of  loves  and  losses,  you  can  tell  the  stories 
are  genuine,  the  lines  as  likely  to  have  been 


improvised  as  scripted.  This  gives  a  real-life 
documentary  feel  to  the  film,  but  the  spon¬ 
taneity  is  at  times  undercut  by  the  script’s  too 
obvious  prompting. 

The  documentary/scripted  ambiguity  is 
evident  in  a  conversation  between  Cissy  and 
Mary.  When  Mary  unceremoniously  identi¬ 
fies  herself  as  a  lesbian,  Cissy’s  response  is  a 
buoyant,  “Oh,  that’s  nice.”  The  two  talk 
briefly  about  this,  then  the  conversation 


moves  on  to  Cissy’s  survival  of  a  cerebral 
stroke.  Unfortunately,  in  the  couple  of  min¬ 
utes  the  scene  is  allotted,  they  can  only 
scratch  the  surface  of  these  immense  aspects 
of  their  lives.  The  improv  feeling  of  the  scene 
makes  it  completely  accessible  but  obvious 
transition  from  the  one’s  queemess  to  the 
other’s  stroke  is  grating. 

Another  character  who  will  be  sure  to 
catch  the  hopes  of  her  dyke  audience  is 


Catherine.  A  lovely  butch  who  tries  to 
rebuild  the  bus  engine,  she’s  also  a  nun  and  a 
woman  of  few  words.  One  scene  between 
Mary  and  Catherine  had  me  wishing  for 
some  erotic  acknowledgment  but  their  some¬ 
what  teasing  conversation  stays  safely  on  the 
surface.  As  in  the  convent,  there  are  no  “spe¬ 
cial  friendships”  in  this  film.  Dyke  movie 
goers  will  be  disappointed  if  they  expect  les¬ 
bianism  to  factor  more  significantly  in  the 
film.  Female  bonding,  yes;  erotic  subtext, 
only  if  you’re  really  stretching. 

While  Mary  and  Cissy  do  make  mention  of 
the  oppression  experienced  by  older  gay  men 
and  lesbians  (“the  secret  generation,”  Mary 
calls  her  peers),  the  filmmakers’s  treatment 
of  racial  oppression  is  not  even  as  explicit  as 
this.  Racial  difference  is  included  but  racism 
is  not  discussed.  Michelle,  the  young  woman 
in  the  group,  is  Black,  and  one  of  the  old 
women,  Alice,  is  Mohawk.  Both  portray 
appealing  characters  and  seem  very  much  at 
home  in  their  personae.  That  those  personae 
happen  to  fit  neatly  into  racial  stereotypes — 
the  loud,  direct  Black  woman  and  the  quiet, 
woods-wise  native — might  have  more  to  say 
about  cultural  strengths  than  biological  deter¬ 
minism,  but  it  leaves  me  longing  for  more 
complex  portraits. 

Like  all  the  strangers  in  this  film  we  see 
only  a  hint  of  the  full  dimensions  of  these 
women.  Maybe  it’s  just  “politically  correct” 
angst  and  a  post-’60s  perspective  that  makes 
me  want  the  film  to  delve  into  issues  of  race, 
sexuality  and  class  between  these  women. 
Certainly  my  white,  middle-class,  presum¬ 
ably  straight  grandmother  would  have  had 
difficulty  speaking  openly  about  any  of  these 
things,  let  alone  acting  natural  in  front  of  a 
camera  while  doing  so.  So  to  hell  with  my 
wishing  for  a  more  dramatic,  Hollywood- 
cum-third-wave-feminism-mindblower. 
Strangers  in  Good  Company  is  a  funny, 
touching,  life-affirming  film  with  some 
moments  that  had  me  laughing  out  loud.  It’s 
shot  in  some  beautiful  countryside  and  it  fea¬ 
tures  a  bunch  of  spunky  women.  It  contains  a 
quiet  drama  wholly  befitting  its  purpose:  a 
glimpse  into  spirited  old  age,  something 
that’s  awful  hard  to  find  in  Hollywood.  □ 


"THE  SMARTEST  KIND  OF  CINEMATIC  EXPERIENCE 

IT  LIFTS  THE  SPIRITS  SKY  HIGH!" 

—THE  LONDON  TIMES 


Strangers 


in 


Good  company 


DIRECTED  BY  CYNTHIA  SCOTT 

A  FIRST  RON  TEATURES/CASTLE  HILL  RELEASE  in  association  WITH  BEDFORD  entertainment. 


40  Brattle  Street  •  Cambridge  • 

876-6837  •  1  week  only 

NOV.  1-7  •  Daily  at:  4:15,  6:05,  8:00 


WEST  NEWTON  CINEMAS 

1296  Washington  St.  Rte.  16 
Newton  •  964-6060 

OPENS  NOV.  1 

Call  for  showtimes 


"Sweet,  unpretentious,  charmingly  low-keyed  and  touchingly  real... 
A  genuine  tonic."  —the  new  york  times 

"A  quiet  blockbuster...  an  empowering  film.  Mary  Meigs  brings  the 
wealth  of  a  long,  rich  lesbian  life  to  the  screen." 

—  THE  BAY  AREA  REPORTER 

"Enchanting  and  rich  with  integrity. 

DON  T  MISS  IT!" 

—  HOLLYWOOD 
REPORTER 


Starting  this  Thursday  •  Lip/Synch  with 
$50  Best  Performance  Prize  given  to  best  performance 

Tlgressa  and  Adult  Children  of 
Heterosexuals  •  November  2  •  8:00pm 

Saturday,  November  16  •  Frontrunners'  Yuletlde  Stride  will 
be  selling  T-shirts  and  mugs.  Applications  for  the  December  5-mile 
race  will  be  available.  Money  raised  will  go  to  their  aids  benefit 

"Dancing  in  Time"  Is  here!  Please  help  INDIGO  win  the 
team  award  for  the  3rd  year  In  a  row! 

INDIGO  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  matronage  by 
continuing  our  Summer  Special  no  Cover  on  Thursdays 
No  Cover  'til  10:30  on  Fridays  &  Saturdays 

V/Pteo 

—  ^  a KAQDinnc  aaa  — 


Thu  4pm-2am.  Fri  4pm-2am.  Sat  9pm-2am 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617. 497. 7200 


